GRACE COMMUNITY

Presbyterian Church, PCA
ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
December 13, 2009
10:30a.m.

Reflection:

oCorporate worshig an activity in whiéh God addresses us with His
gracious sumons, undresses us with His holy law, and then redresses
us in the righteous robes of 9isn Jesus Christ. The entire affair
culminates with a meal at His table of grace, where we are fed and
nourished for our contima pilgrimageo gloryé Jason Stellman

Preludeéeééeéeddddl Di ddst Leave Thy Throne
Welcome

Silent Preparation

Doxology*
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him all creatures here below,
Praise Him aboveyheavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen.

CalltoWorshipt é e e e ééééeeééé. . Luke 214

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom he is pleased!
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1. Come, thou long - ex -pect -ed Je - sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2. Joy to those who long to see thee, Day-spring from on  high, ap - pear;
3. Come to earth to taste our sad-ness, he whose glo- ries knew no end;
4. Born thy peo - ple to de -liv- er, bomn a child and yet a Kking,
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from our fears and sins re - lease us; let us find our rest in thee.
come, thou prom-ised Rod of Jes - se, of thy birth we long to hear!
by his life  he brings us glad-ness, our Re-deem-er, Shep-herd, Friend.
born to reign in us for - ev - er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
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Is - rael’s strengthand con - so - la - tion, hope of all the earth thou art,

O’er the  hills the an - gels sing-ing news, glad tid- ings of a  birth:
Leav-ing rich- es with- out num -ber, born with- in a cat - tle stall;
By thine own e - ter - nal Spir - it rule in all our hearts a- lone;
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dear De -sire of ev -'ry na - tion, joy of ev - 'ry long-ing heart.

“Go to him, your prais-es bring - ing; Christ the Lord has come to earth.”
this the ev - er - last -ing won - der, Christ was born the Lord of all.
by thine all - suf -fi - cient mer - it, raise us to thy glo-rious throne.
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Prayer ofAdoration

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus



Hymn of Praiseé € é é é
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é O LittleTown of Bethem
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1. © lit - tle town of
2. For Christ is born of

3. How si - lent -1y, how
4.0 ho - ly child of

Beth - le - hem, how
Mar
si - lent -1y,
Beth - le - hem,
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still  we see thee lie;

gath - ered all a - bove,
won - drous gift is  giv'n!

de - scend to us, we pray;
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while mor - tals sleep, the
So God im - parts to

a - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the
an - gels keep their
hu - man hearts the

si - lent stars go by:
watch of won-d’ring love.
bless - ings of his  heav’n.

yet in thy dark streets
O  morn-ing stars, to
No ear may hear his
We  hear the Christ - mas

shin - eth
geth - er
com - ing,

an - gels

cast out our sin and en - ter born in us to - day.
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ev - er - last - ing Light;

pro- claim the ho - ly birth!

in this world of sin,

great glad tid - ings tell;
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the hopes and fears of all  the met in thee to - night.
And prais- es sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.
where meek souls will re - ceive him dear Christ en - ters in.
(6] come to us, a - bide with Lord Em-man - u - el
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Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Words of Comfort and Promisé é é é é . . 2 @orinthians 5:21

For our sake he maderhio be sin who knew no sin, so that in him
we might become the righteousness of God.

,,,,,,,,,

1. God rest ye merry, gentlemen, 3. OFear not, then, 6 said t

let nothing you dismay, oLet nothing you afright

Remember Christ our Savior was This day is born a Savior of a pure

born on Christmas Day; Virgin bright,

Tosave wus al |l fr onifoffeaal&thosé who pustimélim

when we were gone astray. from Satands power and migh
Refrain

Refrain

O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy4. Theshepherds at those tidings

O tidings of comfort and joy. rejoiced much in mind,

And left their flocks-feeding in
2. From God our heavenly Father  tempest, storm and wind,

a blessed angel came; And went to Bethl dem
And unto certain shepherds straightaway the Son of God to

brought tidings of the same; find.

How that in Bethlehem was born Refrain

the Son of God by name.

Refrain

/////

Article 18
We profess tlat God fulfilled the promisethat he had made to
the early fathersoy the mouth of his holy prophets
when he sent his only and eternal Son into the wordd the time
set by him.

The Son took t heandwasmadeimthe a servant o6

ol i kenes srulyassuming areabhuman nature,
with all its weaknesses, except for sin;

4



being conceived in the womb of the blessed virgin Mary
by the power of the Holy Spiritwithout male participation.

And he not only assumed human naturas far as the body is
concernedbut also a real human soulin order that he might be
a real human being.

For since the soul had been lost as well as the bodie had to
assume them both to save them both together.

In this way he is truly our Immanuefit hat i s: 0God with us. o

*During the sixteenth century the churches in the Netherlands were exposed to
the most terrible persecution by the Roman Catholic government. To protest
against this cruel oppression, and to prove to the persecutors that the adherents
of the Reformed faith we not rebels, as was laid to their charge, but law
abiding citizens who professed the true Christian doctrine according to the Holy
Scriptures, this confession was prepared in the year 1561 and stands as one of
the best symbolical statements of Reformedtdne.
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The Reading é6¢é&eadee éWhuka2:419
(Page 857)

Reader: This is the Word of God
People: Amen!

Prayer of Consecration

Children 4 years old throggd& may be dismissed fod Gilchaat this time. The

children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upor] so that you may discuss

the message as a family after church if you shouldCchdode dorde sod s| Church shoul d
seen as optional. All childabragéareinvitedo remain with their parents dirring the

sermon.

Hearing frodmééedes éwWeée tluke 2:49
Rev. Tom Browning In the Presence of the Glory of the Lord



THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDG® SUPPER
We harcome to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so we come on His
terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church welcomes to the Lord's Table all those
who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and who acknowkeicguksém as Lord.
Communion is a sacrament of the church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in
good standing in an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed). Itis
our request that children not participatesrstiygpeonahitil they themselves have become
communing members of such a church. We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as
those who have been given through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we
repent of knownasinge come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the work Jesus did for
you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these elements.

Wordsof Institution .........ccccoveeeiiieiiiiaeees 1.Corinthians 11326

We serve wine during our celebraftion of the Lor
health, conscience or preference we have provided grape juigeierthiegs
of each trayin the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the
trash receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit.

We also provide glutéree bread in the line to the left as you face the pulpit.

This is a celebratory time and a tecédor réfease do not feel rushed. Spend a few

moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs and hymns in praise and
worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in Christ Jesus. Then come forward, take

the breadandwine,eand drink in faith, and anticipate th
behalf.

The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, build on
the prayer with your own .words as you prepare t

PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS

Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen. My
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness. | need the
power of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my
flesh is weak. As | go forwardldaake and eat and drink, use

these elements to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and
greater love of You. Inflame in me a hatred for my sin. Sustain
me, by Your Spirit, that | might follow you and endeavor to new
obedience.



PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN S WHO DOUBT

Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me
and open my eyes to the reality of who You are. | let my
circumstances inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say
about Yourself. As | take the bread and the wine, mas¥ioitir

give me an understanding that is convincing and compelling that
will lead me to the life that You promise.

PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN

Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs
me. Help me see the beauty ofi dad the horrid ugliness of my
sin. Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin
over me. Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You.

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS

God, [ donodt know You or trust You. B u
and make meiae. Give me faith, that | might profess before the

world that You loved a sinner like me. Dear God, save me from

sin and save me to Yourself that | might come to Your table, not

this week, but in weeks to come.

The quotes below will help you lieews amedimind on our Sawvice &atrament

0There is no such 6thingd as grace! Grace is not som
is is the Lord Jesus Himself. And so when Jesus speaks about us abiding in Him and He

abiding in u® however mystrious it may be, mystical in that sérnsis a personal union.

Christianity is Christ because there isné6t anything
can be detached from who the Lord Jesus is. There is no grace that can be attached to you

transerred from Him. AlIl ther e SinchirFergusddhri st and your so
iwe must not be grieved, that we have nothing to tru

our salvation; but rather we are to rejoice, that we need nothing else, and that we
have a sure foundation to rely on, incomparably better than any other that can be
i magined. 0 Walter Marshall




COMMUNION HYMNS

Jesus, | Am Resting, RestingJ. Pigott/J. Mountain

1) Jesus, | am resli resting

In the joy of what Thou art;

| am finding out the greatness
Of Thy loving heart.

Thou hasbid me gaze upon
Thee,

And Thy beauty fills my foul.
For by Thy transforming power,
Thou hast made me whole.

2) Oh how great Thy loving
kindness,

Vaster broader than the seal!

O, how marvelous Thy goodness,
Lavished all on me!

Yes, | rest in Thee, beloved,
Know what wealth of grace is
Thine.

Know Thy certainty of promise,
And have made it mine

3) Simply trusting Thee, Lord
Jesus,
| behold Thee as Thouta

And Thy love, so pure, so
changeless

Satisfies my heart.

Satisfies its deepest longings,
Meets, supplies its every need;
Compasseth me round with
blessings

Thine is love indeed!

4) Ever lift Thy face upon me
As | work and wait for Thee;
Re s t iath ghy émiles Lord
Jesus,

Earthos dar k s
Brightness of
Sunshine of my
Keep me ever trusting, resting,
Fill me with Thy grace.

*Jesus, | am resting, resting
In the joy of what Thou art.

! am finding out the greatness
Of Thy loving heart.

Hallelujah, What a Savior! p. Bliss

1) oMan
name

For the Son of God, Who came,
Ruined sinners to reclaim!

Hallelujah, what a Savior!

of

2) Bearing shame and scoffing
rude,

In my place condemned He stood
Sealed my pardon with His blood:
Hallelujah, what a Savior

Sorrows! ¢

) What a
3) Guilty, vile and helpless we,

Spotless Lamb of God was He;
Full atonement! Can it be?
Hallelujah, what a Savior!

4) Lifted up was He to die,
olt is fi
Now i n Hedaighd n
Hallelujah, what a Savior!

Emmanuel -B. McGee
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His Name is called Emmanuel
God with us, revealed in us; His Name is called Emmanuel.
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1. It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth,
To touch their harps of gold;
oOoPeace on the e
From Heavends a
The world in s@mn stillness lay,
To hear the angels sing.

d wil |l t o men,
King. 6
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2. Still through the cloven skies they come

With peaceful wings unfurled,

And still their heavenly music floats

Oder all the weary worl d;
Above its sad and lowly plains,

They bend on hovering wing,

And ever oveits Babel sounds

The blessed angels sing.

3. And ye, beneath |ifeds crushing | oad,
Whose forms are bending low,

Who toil along the climbing way

With painful steps and slow,

Look now! for glad and golden hours

Come swiftly on the wing.

O rest beside theeary road,

And hear the angels sing!

4. For lo! the days are hastening on,
By prophetards foretold,

When with the ever circling years
Comes round the age of gold;

When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendors fling,

And the whole world sefihick the song
Which now the angels sing.

Benediction



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nursery Service*
This week: Todd and Camille Dorsa
Next week: Joe and Jessica Eastham
December 27: Alan and Katie Eaves
January 8 Josh and Lisa Emhc

*Dawn Thanischis coordinating our nursery. If you would bkddvsewestions,
pleas# not hesitataaberShe will be happy to help you.

MUSIC: Run through for Festival of Lessons and
Carols tonight at 5.30

Ki dsé Practi ce Iiamseeictitoday-el/ vy afrfter t

Christian Education for All Ages
Christian Education Classes will not meet on the
following two Sundays; December 20 and December 27.
Christian Education classes for all ages will return on

Sunday,January, 3.
There are a few important items that we want to let you know
regarding our Christian Education opportunity.
If class sizes wind up being too crowded, we may have to move
some of the 2 year old or 4 year old children arouhglain, we are
HI[FLWHG DERXW KRZ WKH \HDU ZLOO SURJUHVV DV ZH
together.
The grades, teachers and rooms for this fall are as follows:

Jr. High and High schodl Caravan OffSite (see Josh Emrich or Scott Thanisclhj)
5th & 6th grade (Room #114) Conference R@moMary Hamby & Jason Patterson
3rd & 4thgrade? (Room #112a) Melissa Linnenburger & Natasha Tracy

1st & 2nd gradé (Room #112b) Christine Bassett & Justice Kerr

4 & 5 year old¢ (Room #113) Marlain Jones, Cindy Willingham, & Tim Farraf
2 & 3 year old2 (Room #104) Kris Mooney, Lizzie Oliphint, & Camille Dorsa
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