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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

October 25, 2009 
 10:30 a.m. 

 
Reflection 
òThe experience of this particular vision made Daniel physically sick 
for some days. Even after he managed to stagger on to his feet and 
back to work it remained with him and for some time appalled him.  
Psychologically for a period he was deeply depressed and unhappy. 
[H]owever Danieléallowed no permanent place in his make-up for 
any kind of cynicism.  At this very time the king was Belshazzar and 
the kingõs business was the kind of minor government post to which 
rulers relegated people they wanted to forget. He says, ôI rose and 
went about the kingõs business.õ  Daniel put himself into the work for 
the sake of God and the future he believed was there.ó Ronald Wallace 
 
Preludeéééééééééééééééééé..We Will Glorify  
 
Welcome 
 
Silent Preparation 
 

ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 
Doxology* 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 
Call to Worshipé...éééééééééééfrom Luke 1 

 
Praise be to the Lord God of Israel, 

for he has visited and redeemed his people 
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us. 
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Hymn of PraiseééééééééAll Glory, Laud and Honor 

 
 
 
Responsive Reading of Adorationéé...é...éfrom 1 Chronicles 29 
 

Minister:  Praise be to you, O Lord, God of our father Israel, 
 from everlasting to everlasting. 
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People:  Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and 
 the glory and the majesty and the splendor. 
 
Minister:  For everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O 
 Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 
 
People:  Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler 
 of all things. 
 
Minister:  In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give 
 strength to all. 
 
People:  Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your 
 glorious name. 

 
Hymn of PreparationéééééééééCome, Ye Sinners 
 
1. Come, ye sinners, poor and 
wretched, 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus, ready, stands to save you, 
Full of pity, joined with power. 
He is able, He is able; 
He is willing; doubt no more. 
 
2. Come ye needy, come, and 
welcome, 
Godõs free bounty glorify; 
True belief and true repentance, 
Every grace that brings you nigh. 
Without money, without money 
Come to Jesus Christ and buy. 
 
3. Come, ye weary, heavy laden, 
Bruised and broken by the fall; 
If you tarry õtil youõre better, 

You will never come at all. 
Not the righteous, not the righteous; 
Sinners Jesus came to call. 
 
4. Let not conscience make you 
linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream; 
All the fitness He requires 
Is to feel your need of Him. 
This He gives you, this He gives you, 
õTis the Spiritõs rising beam. 
 
5. Lo! The Incarnate God, ascended; 
Pleads the merit of His blood. 
Venture on Him; venture wholly, 
Let no other trust intrude. 
None but Jesus, none but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good. 
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ññññññWORSHIP IN  CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession     

Words of Comfort and Promiseéééééééé...from 1 Peter 3 

For Christ died for sins once for all, 
the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 

 
Confessing Our Faithééééé...The Westminster Shorter Catechism 

            Q&A 92, 94 

Doug Flowers, Ruling Elder 
Q. What is a sacrament? 
 
A. A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ; 
wherein, by sensible signs, Christ, and the benefits of the new 
covenant, are represented, sealed, and applied to believers. 
 
Q. What is baptism? 
 
A. Baptism is a sacrament, wherein the washing with water in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
does signify and seal our ingrafting into Christ, and partaking 
of the benefits of the covenant of grace, and our engagement to 
be the Lordõs. 
 
Sacrament of Covenant Baptism* 
Jacob Ryan Jones 
James Robert Jones 
Matthew Aiden Jones 
Covenant sons of Jeff and Marlain Jones 
 
 

*Please see meditation on page 12 
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ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 

 
The Reading of Godõs Wordéééé.ééééé..Daniel 8:1-27 

(Page 745-746) 

Minister: This is the Word of God. 
 
People: Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Church at this time. The 
children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you may discuss 
the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. Childrenõs Church should be 
seen as optional. All children of all ages are invited to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.   

 
Hearing from Godõs WordéééééééééééDaniel 8:1-27 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint 
Daniel:                                                  The Future History 
 
       THE CELEBRAT ION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 
We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so we come on His 
terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church welcomes to the Lord's Table all those 
who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because 
Communion is a sacrament of the church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in 
good standing in an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they themselves have become 
communing members of such a church. We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as 
those who have been given through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we 
repent of known sins as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the work Jesus did for 
you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these elements. 

 
Words of Institution...........................................1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for reasons of 
health, conscience or preference we have provided grape juice in the inner rings 
of each tray in the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the 
trash receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 
We also provide gluten-free bread in the line to the left as you face the pulpit. 
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This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. Spend a few 
moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs and hymns in praise and 
worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take 
the bread and wine, eat and drink in faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your 
behalf.   
 
The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, build on 
the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the 
power of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my 
flesh is weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use 
these elements to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and 
greater love of You.  Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain 
me, by Your Spirit, that I might follow you and endeavor to new 
obedience. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT  
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me 
and open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my 
circumstances inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say 
about Yourself. As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit 
give me an understanding that is convincing and compelling that 
will lead me to the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN  
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs 
me.  Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my 
sin.  Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin 
over me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS  
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me 
and make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the 
world that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from 
sin and save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not 
this week, but in weeks to come. 
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The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 

ñWe are only poor for this reason, that we do not know our riches in Christ.ò  
           Richard Sibbes 

òChrist died for his people, and we are saved when by faith we become part of the people 
for whom Christ died. The story of the Bible is the story of God fulfilling the promise, ôI will 
take you as my own people, and I will be your Godõ (Exodus 6:7; Revelation 21:3). If the 
gospel is to be at the heart of church life and mission, it is equally true that the church is to 
be at the heart of gospel life and mission.ó          Tim Chester and Steve Timmis 

ñBut [In the Bible] we read not of any having been blamed for drinking too much 
of the fountain of living water; on the contrary, those are severely reprimanded 
who óhave hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no waterô 
(Jeremiah 2:13). 
Again, what more agreeable to faith than to feel assured that God is a propitious 
Father when Christ is acknowledged as a brother and propitiator? Than 
confidently to expect all prosperity and gladness from Him, whose ineffable love 
towards us was such that He spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
allô? (Romans 8:32,) Than to rest in the sure hope of salvation and eternal life 
whenever Christ, in whom such treasures are hid, is conceived to have been 
given by the Father?ò               John Calvin 
 
òOne day as I was passing into the field, this sentence fell upon my soul: ôThy righteousness 
is in heaven.õ And with the eyes of my soul I saw Jesus at the Fatherõs right hand. ôThere,õ I 
said, ôis my righteousness!õ So that wherever I was or whatever I was doing, God could not 
say to me, ôWhere is your righteousness?õ For it is always right before him. 
I saw that it is not my good frame of heart that made my righteousness better, nor yet my 
bad frame that made my righteousness worse, for my righteousness IS Christ. Now my 
chains fell off indeed. My temptations fled away, and I lived sweetly at peace with God. 
Now I could look from myself to him and could reckon that all my character was like the 
coins a rich man carries in his pocket when all his gold is safe in a trunk at home. Oh I saw 
that my gold was indeed in a trunk at home, in Christ my Lord. Now Christ was all: my 
righteousness, sanctification, redemption.ó                  John Bunyan 
 
 

ñGrowing in the gospel means seeing more of Godôs holiness and more of my 
sin. And because of what Jesus has done for us on the cross, we need not fear 
seeing God as he really is or admitting how broken we really are. Our hope is not 
in our own goodness, nor in the vain expectation that God will compromise his 
standards and ógrade on a curve.ô Rather, we rest in Jesus as our perfect 
Redeemer ð the One who is óour righteousness, holiness and redemptionô (1 
Cor. 1:30).ò                  Bob Thune and Will Walker 

 
òFor, until men feel that they owe everything to God, that they are cherished by his paternal 
care, and that he is the author of all their blessings, so that naught is to be looked for away 
from him, they will never submit to him in voluntary obedience; no, unless they place their 
entire happiness in him, they will never yield up their whole selves to him in truth and 
sincerity.ó                                     John Calvin 
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COMMUNION  HYMNS   

What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
J. Scriven/C. Converse

1) What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 
 
2) Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 
Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
3) Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our Refuge, 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms Heõll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 

 
There Is a Redeemer 

M. Green 

1) There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus, Godõs own Son; 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Holy One. 
*Thank You, oh, my Father, 
For giving us Your Son, 
And leaving Your Spirit ôtil  

The work on earth is done. 
 
2) Jesus, my Redeemer, 
Name above all names, 
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, 
Hope for sinners slain. 

 
You Are My King 

B.J. Foote 

Iõm forgiven because You were 
forsaken. 
Iõm accepted; You were condemned. 
Iõm alive and well - 
Your Spirit is within me 
Because You died and rose again. 

*Amazing love, how can it be 
That You my King would die for me? 
Amazing love - I know itõs true - 
Itõs my joy to honor You 
In all I do - I honor You. 

 

Seek Ye First 
K. Lafferty 

1) Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
And His righteousness, 
And all these things shall be added 
unto you - 
Allelu, alleluia! 
 

2) Ask and it shall be given unto you; 
Seek and ye shall find. 
Knock and the door shall be opened 
unto you - 
Allelu, alleluia!
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ññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEñññññ 
OfferingéééééééééééééI Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
òI want Jesus to walk with me - all along my pilgrim journey, I want Jesus to walk with me.ó 

  

Closing Hymnééééééééééééé..It is Well with My Soul 

Benediction 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nursery Service*  
  This week:  Phil and Christine Bassett 
   Next week:        C. Black/B. Browning 
  November 8th: Duane and Bethany Brooks 
  November 15th: Jared and Melissa Brown 
   
*Dawn Thanisch is coordinating our nursery.  If you would like to serve, or have questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact her. She will be happy to help you. 
 
 

 

Youth Sunday School: Whirlyball 
 

We are having a kickoff party for the youth and are going 

to play whirlyball in Plano, TX.  We will be meeting at the 

church Friday Nov. 13, promptly at 6pm.  We will have 

transportation provided.   We will return by 10pm.  Please 

email, call, or talk to Josh or Lisa Emrich if you plan to 

attend.  There will be pizza provided.  Cost will be $5 per 

person.  Joshua.emrich@gmail.com 817-602-4327  
 
 

 
 
 

 
ATTN:  CHOIR PRACTICE Wed. night at 6:45.  Itõs 
not too late for newcomers to join!   
 

 
 
 

All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#2227294 
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version 

Ò2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Christian Education for All Ages 
There are a few important items that we want to let you know 

regarding our Christian Education opportunity.     

If class sizes wind up being too crowded, we may have to move 

some of the 2 year old or 4 year old children around.  Again, we are 

excited about how the year will progress as we study Godôs Word 

together. 

The grades, teachers and rooms for this fall are as follows: 

 
Jr. High and High schoolðCaravan Off-Site (see Josh Emrich or Scott Thanisch) 
5th & 6th gradeð(Room #114) Conference Room  Mary Hamby & Jason Patterson 

3rd & 4th gradeð(Room #112a) Melissa Linnenburger & Natasha Tracy         

1st & 2nd gradeð(Room #112b) Christine Bassett & Justice Kerr 

4 & 5 year oldsð(Room #113) Marlain Jones, Cindy Willingham, & Tim Farrar 

2 & 3 year oldsð(Room #104) Kris Mooney, Lizzie Oliphint, & Camille Dorsa 

 

Our Assistant Pastor, Tom Browning, continues his excellent series on 

Covenant Theology for the adults.  If you have missed any of these excellent 

lessons, both audio and transcripts are available on our website:  

http://www.gracecommunity-pca.org/sermons.asp. 

 

5
th

 ANNUAL PROGRESSIVE DINNER  
 

As always our Progressive Dinner will be the first Saturday of 

December and it is time to plan.  Please, set aside Saturday, Dec 5 

from 6-10pm today. Find babysitters and begin to think how you 

might be involved. 

  

We will divide up into 2 homes for appetizers.  Depending on how 

many volunteers we have for Dinner, there will be 8-10 people at 

each home for dinner. Then we will all be together for dessert. 

  

Please sign up or let Meagan Dennison know 

(meagandennison@yahoo.com) ASAP, as this is a huge task!  The 

sooner the better, for planning purposes. 
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 GCPC is a Praying Church  
 

ñLearning to pray doesnôt offer us a less busy life; it offers us a less busy 

heart.  If you are not praying, then you are quietly confident that time, 

money and talent are all you need in life.ò                                   Paul Miller 

 
The men will meet this Tuesday, October 27

th
, for breakfast at Central 

Market in Southlake.  Please join us for a very good breakfast at 7am.  
     

Prayer ChainðIf you have a request or reason to give thanks and would 

like those who are on the prayer chain to join you in prayer, please send 

your request or thanksgiving to Mary Hamby at mehamby1@verizon.net.  

She will distribute your request to all who are on the chain.  If you would 

like to join the prayer chain, please send an e-mail to Mary requesting to be 

added and she will do it. 
 

 

 

 

GCPC is Committed to Missions 

MISSIONS ALERT  
Church planting in the Philippines, as well as mercy ministry to street children 

there, is one of the areas of emphasis of our church's overseas missions work.  We 

have committed to support, by prayer and regular financial contributions, the 

planting of new Presbyterian churches in the Philippines. 

 

On September 26, Typhoon Ondoy / Ketsana dropped record amounts of rain 

(over 13 inches in just 6 hours), which caused widespread flooding in Manila and 

surrounding suburbs and provinces.  In many places, the floods reached the roofs 

of homes and buildings.  Our church's missions agency in the Philippines (Mission 

to the World or MTW) reports that about 10 Presbyterian church plants and over 

200 families from those churches were affected by the flooding. Many of them had 

to evacuate their flooded homes, and some lost all their possessions.  MTW 

immediately began relief efforts, including using church buildings as shelters, and 

distributing food, water, clothes and medicines.  Future needs will include money 

to rebuild damaged buildings and houses. 

 

The Session of GCPC recently approved a significant financial contribution to go 

towards these relief efforts in the Philippines.  Please continue to pray for our 

brothers and sisters in the Philippines, many of whom are still unable to return to 

their homes, and all of whom have been affected by the historic flood. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  13 

For the most part, God's rich blessings upon this, His church, 

are unquantifiable.  However, a few numbers give us a small 

glimpse of the ways in which God has provided for our needs 

more than we deserve.   

2008 
We received 56 new members last year, 16 of those by way of baptism! 

Through your generosity, we had total receipts over $420,000.00, over 

$103,000.00 of that was designated for our building with $316,000.00 for 

our general fund. Praise God for all He is doing in our midst.  

 

Second Quarter of 2009 
Average Sunday morning attendance in the second quarter of 2009 (April 

through June) was 170.  Because of the way you responded to God's grace 

by your faithful giving, we received $79,522 towards the ministry of this 

church, and $5,264 towards the building fund.  And because of the gifts of 

God's people, we have been able to pay down our loan, so that the 

remaining balance, after only 20 months, is $145,719!  Let us all be 

thankful for God's provision!  

 

 CAPITAL GIVING  - Because of the generosity of the members and 

friends of GCPC, we were able to pay for most of the construction costs of 

our new building, and only had to borrow $240,000.  We have a 10-year 

zero-interest note that we are paying down monthly, and we plan to use 

gifts above and beyond our normal receipts to pay off the note early.  This 

will enable us to set aside funds for more ministry and perhaps even start 

building funds for building improvements, ongoing expenses, and future 

construction.  If you were not able to participate in the GCPC capital 

campaign and would now like to invest in the future of GCPC, or you 

desire to increase the level of your previous pledge, please prayerfully 

consider whether you can help pay down the note early.  If, in addition to 

your regular giving, you would like to designate gifts towards the building, 

please write BUILDING or CAPITAL in the "memo" area of your checks.  

If you have any questions about the finances of our church, please speak 

with any Elder or Deacon.  Thank you for your generosity! 
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b MEDITATION   a 
 

Baptism and Faith 
 

      The practice of infant baptism historically has posed 
another question: òBut what about faith? The baby being 
baptized certainly does not believe.ó  Thatõs very trueñ
no one can argue that point.  However, it should be noted 
that faith is present (it must be!) and faith is being 
exercised (it must be!) at the time of the infant baptism.  
It is obviously not the faith of the child, but the faith of 
the parent(s).  There is ample evidence to support the fact 
that children are often blessed by God on the basis of 
their parentõs faith in Him. In the Old Testament Noahõs 
faith worked for the salvation of his sons (Gen. 6:18; Heb 
11:7; 1 Pet. 3:20). Abraham exercised faith on behalf of 
his sons (Gen. 17:7-14).  Because Amram and Jochebed 
believed, Moses was spared the slaughter of Pharaoh (Ex. 
2; Heb. 11:23). In the New Testament Jairus believed, and 
his daughter was resurrected (Matt. 9:18-19; 23-26).  The 
widow of Nain believed, and her son was resurrected (Lk. 
7:11-17).  The father of an epileptic believed, and his son 
was healed (Matt 17:14-18).  The Capernaum nobleman 
believed, and his son was healed (John 4:46-54). The 
Syrophoenician woman believed and salvation came to 
the whole house (Lk. 19:9).  In each case the child is 
blessed because of the parentsõ faith. In infant baptism 
the parents exercise faith and claim the covenant promise 
for their child.  Therefore, the sign of that promise is 
rightly administered to the child. 

-Wilson Benton 
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Church Office-A Primer* 
 

The Apostle Paul teaches us that the desire to serve as an officer in the church is a worthy 

ambition.  He heartily endorses, but then explains in 1 Timothy 3 the demanding 

requirements of being an elder or deacon.  So, the desire to be a spiritual leader in the 

church is a good thing, but not everyone is qualified to serve as an officer.  Those who 

aspire to office in the church must meet the highest standards, and must be examined and 

tested (1 Timothy 3:15). 

 

Paul describes the church as the ñhousehold of Godéthe church of the living God, the pillar 

and support of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15).  Those are strong statements, and if we believe them, 

we must embrace a high view of the church, and seek only the most qualified men to lead 

her.  Officer nominations and elections have little to do with popularity and a lot to do with 

a personôs consistent and deepening love for God above all things which nurtures a growing 

love and servant attitude toward his neighbor.  In the kingdom of God leadership is about 

loving God and neighbor; worshipping God and serving oneôs neighbor. 

 

The Offices of Elder and Deacon 
 

ElderðThe office of elder is one of spiritual oversight and government of the church (Titus 

1:5ff; 1 Tim. 3:1-7).  In the NT elders are sometimes referred to as shepherds (Acts 20:28, 1 

Peter 5:1-3) because they are charged with the care and nurture of the church just as a 

shepherd cares for his flock.  Elders are also responsible for the teaching ministry of the 

church (1 Tim. 5:17-18). Thus, elders must understand the truths of Godôs Word, and be 

able to effectively minister in the body as one who encourages, edifies and when needed, 

confronts and rebukes. 

 

DeaconðThe office of deacon is one of service, extending mercy and sympathy to those in 

need, especially to those within the church.  Deacons are first mentioned in Acts 6:1-6, as 

those chosen to minister to the physical needs within the church.  The spiritual nature of the 

deaconôs service of mercy is not less vital than the elderôs rule; the health of the church is 

inseparably tied to both offices. 

 

The duty of the office is threefold: 1) To minister to those in need and distress, 2) To 

administrate financial issues within the church (giving and distribution of gifts), and 3) To 

care for the churchôs property. 

 

Any man assuming the office of elder or deacon must meet the qualifications listed in 1 

Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:6-9 (elder) and 1 Timothy 3:8-13 (deacon), as a minimum and must 

also be willing to carry forth the vision and mission of Grace Community Presbyterian 

Church as determined by the current leadership of the church.  The solemn vows the 

officers take include protecting and pursuing the peace and purity of the church.  This peace 

and purity is protected and pursued, first, in the Session and Deaconate.   

Both offices are perpetualðthat is, for life, unless extraordinary circumstances allow or call 

for the dissolution of oneôs office. 

 

 
(*Thanks to Lexington Presbyterian Church, PCA for parts of this helpful primer.) 




