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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

January 3, 2010 
 10:30 a.m. 

Reflection: 
òThe ways of destroying the church are many and colorful. Raw factionalism will 
do it. Rank heresy will do it. Taking your eyes off the cross and letting other, more 
peripheral matters dominate the agenda will do it-admittedly more slowly than 
frank heresy, but just as effectively over the long haul. Building the church with 
superficial ôconversionsõ and wonderful programs that rarely bring people into a 
deepening knowledge of the living God will do it. Entertaining people to death but 
never fostering the beauty of holiness or the centrality of self-crucifying love will 
build an assembling of religious people, but it will destroy the church of the living 
God. Gossip, prayerlessness, bitterness, sustained biblical illiteracy, self-promotion, 
materialism-all of these things, and many more, can destroy a church. And to do so 
is dangerous: ôIf anyone destroys Godõs temple, God will destroy him; for Godõs 
temple is sacred, and you are that temple (1 Cor. 3:17).ó It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God.ó               D.A. Carson 

 
PreludeéééééééééééééééééBe Thou My Vision  
 
Welcome 
Silent Preparation 
 

ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 
Doxology* 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worshipéééééééééééééfrom Revelation 5 

 
Minister:  Let us lift our voices and exclaim that 
 
People: Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive 

power and wealth and wisdom and might and 
honor and glory and blessing. 
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Hymn of Praiseééé.éééééé.Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 
 
Prayer of Adoration 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  3 

Hymn of PraiseééééééééAll Hail the Power of Jesus Name 
 

 
 

ññññññWORSHIP IN  CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 
Words of Comfort and Promiseéééééééé...from Psalm 34 
 

When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears and delivers them 
out of all their troubles. The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and 

saves the crushed in spirit. The LORD redeems the life of his 
servants; none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 
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Hymn of ResponseééééééééAlas and Did My Savior Bleed 
 
1. Alas and did my savior bleed 
Did my Sovereign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head 
For such a fool as I? 
 
Chorus 
The strangeness of love, my life in Your death 
In Your brokenness my wholeness revealed 
Your bonds are my freedom, Your sorrow my song 
And by Your wounds I am healed 
 
2. Was it for crimes that I have done 
He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity! Grace unknown! 
And love beyond degree! 
Chorus 
 
3. But drops of grief can neõer repay 
The debt of love I owe: 
Here, Lord, I give my self away 
õTis all that I can do. 
Chorus 

 
Confession of FaithééééééééééThe Heidelberg Catechism 

Q&A 54 and 55 

Andrew Caudal, Deacon 

 

Deacon: What do you believe concerning the òholy catholic 
churchó of Christ? 

 
People: That the Son of God from the beginning to the 

end of the world, gathers, defends, and preserves 
to himself by his Spirit and word, out of the 
whole human race, a church chosen to 
everlasting life, agreeing in true faith; and that I 
am and forever shall remain, a living member 
thereof. 
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Deacon: What do you understand by òthe communion of 
saintsó? 

People: First, that all and every one, who believes, being 
members of Christ, are in common, partakers of 
him, and of all his riches and gifts; secondly, that 
every one must know it to be his duty, readily and 
cheerfully to employ his gifts, for the advantage 
and salvation of other members. 

 
 

*"holy catholic church" = the whole Christian church 

 
 
ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 
The First Reading of Godõs Wordéé.Gen. 12:1-8 & Deut. 8:1-10 

(Pages 8-9& 152-53) 

 
The Second Reading of Godõs Word.éééé...Revelation 12:1-6 

(Page 1034) 

 
 Reader: This is the Word of God. 
 People:  Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Church at this time. The 
children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you may discuss 
the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. Childrenõs Church should be 
seen as optional. All children of all ages are invited to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.   

 
Hearing from Godõs WordéééééééééRevelation 12:1-6 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                     
A Church Preserved            Godõs Story 
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       THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 
We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so we come on His 
terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church welcomes to the Lord's Table all those 
who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because 
Communion is a sacrament of the church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in 
good standing in an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they themselves have become 
communing members of such a church. We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as 
those who have been given through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we 
repent of known sins as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the work Jesus did for 
you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these elements. 

 
Words of Institution...........................................1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for reasons of 
health, conscience or preference we have provided grape juice in the inner rings 
of each tray in the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the 
trash receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 
We also provide gluten-free bread in the line to the left as you face the pulpit. 

 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. Spend a few 
moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs and hymns in praise and 
worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take 
the bread and wine, eat and drink in faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your 
behalf.   
 
The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, build on 
the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the 
power of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my 
flesh is weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use 
these elements to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and 
greater love of You.  Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain 
me, by Your Spirit, that I might follow you and endeavor to new 
obedience. 
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PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT  
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me 
and open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my 
circumstances inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say 
about Yourself. As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit 
give me an understanding that is convincing and compelling that 
will lead me to the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN  
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs 
me.  Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my 
sin.  Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin 
over me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 

PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS  
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me 
and make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the 
world that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from 
sin and save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not 
this week, but in weeks to come. 
 
The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 
ñIn fear-based repentance, we donôt learn to hate the sin for itself, and it doesnôt 
lose its attractive power. We learn only to refrain from it for our own sake. But 
when we rejoice over Godôs sacrificial, suffering love for us ï seeing what it cost 
him to save us from sin ï we learn to hate the sin for what it is. We see what the 
sin cost God. What most assures us of Godôs unconditional love (Jesusôs costly 
death) is what most convicts us of the evil of sin. Fear-based repentance makes 
us hate ourselves. Joy-based repentance makes us hate the sin.ò Timothy Keller 

He that loves a tree, hates the worm that consumes it; he that loves a garment, hates the 
moth that eats it; he that loveth life, abhorreth death; and he that loves the Lord hates 
everything that offends Him.               William Cowper 

I exhort you and beseech you in the bowels of Christ, faint not, weary not. There 
is a great necessity of heaven; you must have it... Think it not easy; for it is a 
steep ascent to eternal glory; many are lying dead by the way, that were slain 
with security.                                Samuel Rutherford 

òRevival is Jesus bringing the fulness of His life into the emptiness of ours. For every lack in 
us there is a corresponding grace in Him. He is light for our darkness, life for our death, 
bread for our hunger, living water for our thirst, rest for our striving, wisdom of God for our 
foolishness and fellowship for our loneliness.ó                 Stanley Voke 
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COMMUNION HYMNS   

Jesus, I Come - Greg Thompson 

1) Out of my bondage, sorrow and 
night, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into Thy freedom, gladness, and 
light, 
Jesus I come to Thee. 
Out of my sickness and into Thy 
health, 
Out of my wanting and into Thy 
wealth, 
Out of my sin and into Thyself, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 

2) Out of my shameful failure and 
loss, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into the glorious gain of Thy 
cross, 
 
 

Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of earthõs sorrows into thy 
balm, 
Out of lifeõs storms and into Thy 
calm, 
Out of distress into jubilant psalm, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
 

3) Out of unrest and arrogant 
pride, 
Jesus, I come; Jesus, I come. 
Into thy blessed will to abide, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 
Out of the depths of ruin untold, 
Out of despair into raptures 
above, 
Upward forever with wings like a 
dove, 
Jesus, I come to Thee.

Jesus Paid It All - E. Hall/J. Grape 
 

1) I hear the Savior say 
òThy strength indeed is small. 
Child of weakness, watch and 
pray; 
Find in Me thine all in all.ó 
 

*Jesus paid it all; All to Him I owe; 
Sin had left a crimson stain; 
He washed it white as snow. 
 

2) Lord, now indeed I find 
Thy power, and Thine alone 

 
Can change the leperõs spots 
And melt the heart of stone. 
 

3) For nothing good have I 
Whereby Thy grace to claim; 
Iõll wash my garments white 
In the blood of Calvaryõs Lamb. 
 

4) And when before the throne 
I stand in Him complete, 
òJesus died my soul to save,ó 
My lips shall still repeat. 

 
Crown Him King of Kings - S. Damazio 

Crown Him King of kings! 
Crown Him Lord of lords! 
Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God! 

Emanuel - God is with us. 
And He shall reign, 
He shall reign, 
He shall reign forevermore. 
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ññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEñññññ 
OfferingéééééééééééééééééSleepers Awake  

òAwake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, 
And Christ will shine on you.ó    Eph. 5:14 

Closing Hymnéééééééééééééé.éFairest Lord Jesus 
 

 
 
Benediction 

 
All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#2227294 

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version 

�” 2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


