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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

April 19, 2009 
 10:30 a.m. 

 

Reflection 
“Satan‟s stratagem is that he does not attempt an avowed destruction 
of the whole gospel, but he taints its purity by introducing false and 
corrupt opinions. Many persons are thus led to overlook the 
seriousness of the injury done, and therefore make a less determined 
resistance.  We must exercise the utmost caution lest we allow any 
counterfeit to be substituted for the pure doctrine of the gospel.” 

John Calvin 
 
Prelude………………………………………Great is Thy Faithfulness 
    
Welcome 

 
ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 

Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worship…………………………………from Psalm 150 

Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; 
praise him in his mighty heavens! 
Praise him for his mighty deeds; 

praise him according to his excellent greatness! 
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD! 
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Hymn of Praise……………………..Praise My Soul the King of Heaven 

 
 
Responsive Psalm of Adoration…………..…………from Psalm 47 
 
Minister: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud  
  songs of joy!  
 
People: For the LORD, the Most High, is to be feared, a  
  great king over all the earth.   
 
Minister: God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the  
  sound of a trumpet.   
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People: Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to  
  our King, sing praises!   
 
Minister: For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with  
  a psalm!   
 
People: God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy  
  throne.   
 
Minister: For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is  
  highly exalted! 
 

From the first word to the last, this [Psalm] communicates the excitement 
and jubilation of an enthronement; and the King is God Himself.  [T]his is 
prophecy, whose climax is exceptionally far-reaching. This vision is world-
wide.              Derek Kidner 

 
Psalm of Praise……………………………………from. Psalm 46 

To the tune of „A Mighty Fortress‟ 
 

1. God is our refuge and our 
strength 
A present help in our distress. 
We will not therefore be afraid 
Tho‟ all the earth should be 
removed 
Tho‟ mountains great be 
hurled 
Into the ocean‟s depths, 
Tho‟ seas may roar and foam 
And billows shake the shore, 
Tho‟ mountains tremble at 
their power. 
 

2. A river brings refreshing 
streams 
To cheer the city of our God, 
The Most High‟s holy dwelling 
place. 
God is in her; she won‟t be 
moved; 

At Dawn will God help her. 
The heathen rage; realms 
quake; 
He lifts His voice, earth melts. 
The LORD of hosts with us! 
Our fortress strong is Jacob‟s 
God. 
 

3. O come, see what the LORD 
has done: 
His desolations brought on 
earth;  
On earth He puts an end to 
wars, breaks bow and spear 
and char-iots burns. 
Be still! Know I am God. 
Exalted o‟er all men,  
Exalted o‟er all earth 
The LORD of hosts with us! 
Our fortress strong is Jacob‟s 
God. 
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ññññññWORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Words of Comfort and Promise…………….…….…. Romans 8:1 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus. 
 
Hymn of Response……………………………………...He is Risen 

Tune:  All Creatures of our God and King 

 
O trumpet sound a vict‟ry call! 
And tongues proclaim good news 
for all: 
He is risen! He is risen! 
O! Let a thousand hymns break 
forth, 
Proclaiming our Redeemer‟s 
worth! 
 
Refrain 
Give Him glory! Give Him glory! 
He is risen! He is risen! 
Hallelujah! 
 
He who was slain on our behalf, 
Suff‟ring beneath His Father‟s 
wrath: 
He is risen! He is risen! 
He who was hung upon the tree, 

Rose from the tomb in victory! 
Refrain 
 
O Christian, are you filled with 
gloom? 
Then look inside the empty tomb! 
He is risen! He is risen! 
Here there is hope for ev‟ry fear! 
Here there is joy for ev‟ry tear! 
Refrain 
 
O! Let the nations sing the fame 
Of Christ the Lamb who once 
was slain! 
He is risen! He is risen! 
Now we await the coming day, 
When all those raised in Christ 
will say: 
Refrain 
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Confessing Our Faith……………………from The Belgic Confession* 
Andrew Caudal, Deacon 

 
Our Savior Jesus Christ has ordained and instituted this Holy 
 Supper to nourish and sustain those who are born again 
 and grafted into His family: His church. 
Christ has instituted an earthly and visible bread as the 
 sacrament of His body and wine as the sacrament of His 
 blood. 
Just as truly as we take and hold the sacraments in our hands 
 and eat and drink them in our mouths, by which our life 
 is then sustained, so truly we receive into our souls, for 
 our spiritual life, the true body and true blood of Christ, 
 our only Savior. 
We receive these by faith, which is the hand and mouth of our 
 souls. 
This banquet is a spiritual table at which Christ communicates 
 Himself to us with all His benefits. By the use of this 
 holy sacrament we are moved to a fervent love of God 
 and our neighbors.  
 

*During the sixteenth century the churches in the Netherlands were exposed to 

the most terrible persecution by the Roman Catholic government. To protest 

against this cruel oppression, and to prove to the persecutors that the adherents 

of the Reformed faith were not rebels, as was laid to their charge, but law-

abiding citizens who professed the true Christian doctrine according to the Holy 

Scriptures, this confession was prepared in the year 1561 and stands as one of 

the best symbolical statements of Reformed doctrine. 

 
ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 

 
The First Reading of Godõs Word…………………...Isaiah 8:11-15 

(Page572) 

 
The Second Reading of Godõs Word……………...Galatians 5:1-12 

(Page 974-75) 

Reader: This is the Word of God 
 People:  Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
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Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Church at this time.  This 
should be seen as optional, and children are welcome to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.  The children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you 
may discuss the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. 

 
Hearing from Godõs Word………….……..……Galatians 5:1-12 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                                             The Scandal of the Cross 
 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so 
we come on His terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
welcomes to the Lord's Table all those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because Communion is a sacrament of the 
church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in good standing in 
an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they 
themselves have become communing members of such a church. We come not as 
those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those who have been given through 
grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we repent of known sins 
as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the 
work Jesus did for you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these 
elements. 
 
Words of Institution.....................................1 Corinthians 11:23-30 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lord‟s Supper.  If for 
reasons of health or conscience you are unable to take wine, non-
alcoholic grape juice is provided in the inner rings of each tray in 
the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the trash 
receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 

 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. 
Spend a few moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs 
and hymns in praise and worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in 
Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take the bread and wine, eat and drink in 
faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your behalf.   
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The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, 
build on the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the power 
of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my flesh is 
weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use these elements 
to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and greater love of You.  
Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain me, by Your Spirit, that I 
might follow you and endeavor to new obedience. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT 
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me and 
open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my circumstances 
inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say about Yourself. 
As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit give me an 
understanding that is convincing and compelling that will lead me to 
the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN 
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs me.  
Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my sin.  
Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin over 
me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 
PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS 
God, I don‟t know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me and 
make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the world 
that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from sin and 
save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not this week, 
but in weeks to come. 
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The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 
ñIf the truth of being justified by Christ alone (not by our works) is lost, then all 
Christian truths are lost. For there is no middle ground between Christian 
righteousness and works-righteousness. There is no alternative to Christian 
righteousness but works-righteousness; if you do not build your confidence on 
the work of Christ, you must build your confidence on your own work. On this 
truth and only on this truth the church is built and has its being.ò        Tim Keller 
 
You may have many good things, and yet one thing may be lacking, that may make you go 
away sorrowful from Christ. You have never sold all; you have never parted with all your 
own righteousness..Labor after sanctification to your utmost; but make not a Christ of it to 
save yourself...Christ‟s infinite satisfaction, not your sanctification, must be your justification 
before God.                 Thomas Wilcox 
 

ñThus it is, that the freeer the gospel, the more sanctifying the gospel; and the 
more it is received as a doctrine of grace, the more will it be felt as a doctrine 
according to godliness. 
It is only when, as in the gospel, acceptance is bestowed as a present, without 
money and without price, that the security which man feels in God is placed 
beyond the reach of disturbanceéò                                           Thomas Chalmers 

“The atoning death of Christ, and that alone, has presented sinners as righteous in God‟s 
sight; the Lord Jesus has paid the full penalty of their sins, and clothed them with His perfect 
righteousness before the judgment seat of God. But Christ has done for Christians even far 
more than that. He has given to them not only a new and right relation to God, but a new 
life in God‟s presence for evermore. He has saved them from the power as well as from the 
guilt of sin. The New Testament does not end with the death of Christ; it does not end with 
the triumphant words of Jesus on the Cross, „It is finished.‟ The death was followed by the 
resurrection, and the resurrection like the death was for our sakes. Jesus rose from the dead 
into a new life of glory and power, and into that life He brings those for whom He died. The 
Christian, on the basis of Christ‟s redeeming work, not only has died unto sin, but also lives 
unto God.”             J. Gresham Machen 

The hill of comfort is the hill of Calvary; the house of consolation is built with the 
wood of the cross; the temple of heavenly blessing is founded upon the riven 
rock-riven by the spear which pierced his side. No scene in sacred history ever 
gladdens the soul like Calvaryôs tragedy. Light springs from the midday-midnight 
of Golgotha, and every herb of the field blooms sweetly beneath the shadow of 
the once accursed tree. In that place of thirst, grace hath dug a fountain which 
ever gusheth with waters pure as crystal, each drop capable of alleviating the 
woes of mankind. You who have had your seasons of conflict, will confess that it 
was not at Olivet that you ever found comfort, not on the hill of Sinai, nor on 
Tabor; but Gethsemane, Gabbatha, and Golgotha have been a means of comfort 
to you. The bitter herbs of Gethsemane have often taken away the bitters of your 
life; the scourge of Gabbatha has often scourged away your cares, and the 
groans of Calvary yields us comfort rare and rich.                Charles Spurgeon 
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Communion Hymns  

Beneath the Cross of Jesus / E.Clephane/F. Maker 
1) Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I fain would take my stand, 
The shadow of a mighty Rock 
Within a weary land; 
A home within the wilderness, 
A rest upon the way, 
From the burning of the noontide 
heat 
And the burden of the day. 
 

2) Upon the cross of Jesus  
Mine eye at times can see 
The very dying form of One 
Who suffered there for me: 

And from my stricken heart with tears 
Two wonders I confess, 
The wonders of redeeming love 
And my unworthiness. 
 

3) I take, O cross, thy shadow 
For my abiding place: 
I ask no other sunshine 
Than the sunshine of his face; 
Content to let the world go by, 
To know no gain nor loss; 
My sinful self my only shame, 
My glory all the cross. 

 

I Stand Amazed in the Presence / C. Gabriel 
1) I stand amazed in the presence 
Of Jesus the Nazarene, 
And wonder how He could love me, 
A sinner, condemned, unclean. 
Refrain:  
How marvelous! How wonderful! 
And my song shall ever be - 
How marvelous! How wonderful! 
Is my Saviorõs love for me! 
 

2) For me it was in the garden He  
Prayed, “Not my will, but Thine;” 

He had no tears for His own griefs, 
But sweat drops of blood for mine. 
 

3) He took my sins and my sorrows, 
He made them His very own; 
He bore the burden to Calvary, 
And suffered and died alone. 
 

4) When with the ransomed in glory 
His face I at last shall see, 
„Twill be my joy thru‟ the ages 
To sing of His love for me. 

 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness / T. Chisholm/W. Runyan

1) Great is Thy faithfulness, 
O God, my Father; 
There is no shadow  
Of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not; 
Thy compassions, they fail not. 
As Thou has been 
Thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning 
New mercies I see 

All I have needed 
Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, 
Lord, unto me. 
 

2) Pardon for sin 
And a peace that endureth, 
Thy own dear presence 
To cheer and to guide. 
Strength for today 
And bright hope for tomorrow - 
Blessings all mine 
With ten thousand beside!
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ñññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEññññññññ 
 

Closing Hymn of Praise…………Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 

 
 
 
Benediction 
 

 
 

All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#2227294 
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version 

Ò2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
 Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Nursery Service*  
  This week:  John and Mary Hamby 
  Next week:        Philip and Sherrie Hamby  
   May 3rd:  Kevin and Yvonne Hamrick 
  May 10th:  Andrew and Ashley Holt 
*Dawn Thanisch is coordinating our nursery.  If you would like to serve, or have questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact her. She will be happy to help you. 
 
 
 

Christian Education for All Ages 
There are a few important items that we want to let you know about 

regarding our Christian Education opportunity.     

Your childôs age as of September 1
st
 will determine which class he 

or she will be in.  If class sizes wind up being too crowded, we may 

have to move some of the 2 year old or 4 year old children around.  

Again, we are excited about how the year will progress as we study 

Godôs Word together. 
The grades, teachers and rooms for this fall are as follows: 

 

Jr. High and High schoolðCaravan Off-Site (see Josh Emrich or Scott Thanisch) 

5th & 6th gradeð10-12 yrs oldð(Room #114) Conference Room 

3rd & 4th gradeð8-9 yrs oldð(Room #112a)    

1st & 2nd gradeð6-7 yrs oldð(Room #112b) 

4 & 5 year oldsð(Room #113) 

2 & 3 year oldsð(Room #104) 

 

Our Assistant Pastor, Tom Browning, has begun his series on Covenant 

Theology for the adults.  If you have missed any of these excellent lessons, 

both audio and transcripts are available on our website:  

http://www.gracecommunity-pca.org/sermons.asp. 
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GCPC is a Praying Church 
 

ñThe commands and examples of Scripture recommending prayer 

are too clear.  Even bad prayer is better than no prayer.  The 

uneasiness about praying together and the fear of being too pious 

found among many Evangelicals and non-Evangelicals alike must 

have roots in the flesh.  Sometimes this uneasiness springs from an 

unconscious fear of the entrance into spiritual reality that prayer 

requires.  Persons who are in the dark concerning primary spiritual 

dynamics have something in their flesh which does not want to face 

up to the light.  The Puritan Thomas Goodwin points out that our 

fallen nature is actually allergic to God and never wants to get to 

close to him.  Thus our fallen nature constantly pulls as away from 

prayer.ò              Richard Lovelace 

 

Menôs Prayer Meeting will meet this Tuesday morning, April 21
st
,   

to pray together. We will meet at 7am at the church building.. All 

men (and their sons) are encouraged to join us. 

  

Womenôs Prayer Meeting will meet this Tuesday evening, March 

21
st
, at 7pm. This is a very encouraging time for the ladies who 

participate.  Please consider joining them. 

 

Prayer ChainðIf you have a request or reason to give thanks and 

would like those who are on the prayer chain to join you in prayer, 

please send your request or thanksgiving to Mary Hamby at 

mehamby1@verizon.net.  She will distribute your request to all who 

are on the chain.  If you would like to join the prayer chain, please 

send an e-mail to Mary requesting to be added and she will do it. 
 

Blessed be the Lord, because He has heard the voice of my supplications!  

Psalm 28:6 
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For the most part, God's rich blessings upon this, His church, 

are unquantifiable.  However, a few numbers give us a small 

glimpse of the ways in which God has provided for our needs 

more than we deserve.   

2008 
We received 56 new members last year, 16 of those by way of baptism! 

Through your generosity, we had total receipts over $420,000.00, over 

$103,000.00 of that was designated for our building with $316,000.00 for 

our general fund. Praise God for all He is doing in our midst. 

 

First Quarter of 2009  
Average Sunday morning attendance in the first quarter of 2009 (January 

through March) was 177.  Because of the way you responded to God's 

grace by your faithful giving, we received $87,919 towards the ministry of 

this church, and $2,960 towards the building fund.  And because of the 

gifts of God's people, we have been able to pay down our loan, so that the 

remaining balance, after only 17 months, is $155,742.  Let us all be 

thankful for God's provision!  

 

CAPITAL GIVING  - Because of the generosity of the members and 

friends of GCPC, we were able to pay for most of the construction costs of 

our new building, and only had to borrow $240,000.  We have a 10-year 

zero-interest note that we are paying down monthly, and we plan to use 

gifts above and beyond our normal receipts to pay off the note early.  This 

will enable us to set aside funds for more ministry and perhaps even start 

building funds for building improvements, ongoing expenses, and future 

construction.  

If you were not able to participate in the GCPC capital campaign and 

would now like to invest in the future of GCPC, or you desire to increase 

the level of your previous pledge, please prayerfully consider whether you 

can help pay down the note early.  If, in addition to your regular giving, 

you would like to designate gifts towards the building, please write 

BUILDING or CAPITAL in the "memo" area of your checks.  If you have 

any questions about the finances of our church, please speak with any 

Elder or Deacon.  Thank you for your generosity! 
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GCPC is Committed to Missions 

 
GCPC Summer Mission Trip  

We are excited that GCPC will be sending a group of members on a 

mission trip to Reynosa, Mexico (across the border from McAllen, 

TX) on July 18-25.  We will travel to Reynosa with a team from Fort 

Worth Presbyterian Church, and work with other teams on a 

construction project for Mission to the World, our denomination's 

world missionôs agency.  Please begin now to pray for our 

missionaries who have committed to being a part of this trip.   

They are: Scott Thanisch (Team Leader), Cooper Thanisch, Grayson 

Thanisch, Brian Cervantez, Philip Hamby, Phil Bassett, Josh Emrich, 

Lisa Emrich, Danny Black, Rick Hudson, Carol Hudson, Glenn 

Mayo, Matt Linnenburger. 

 

Church Planting in the Philippines 
We are, as a church, supporting the aggressive church planting 

efforts in the island nation of the Philippines.  We are also 

supporting the building and maintenance of homes for the many 

street children in the Philippines.  These homes are under the direct 

oversight (and often physically connected to) the local Presbyterian 

churches in the Philippines. This is an extraordinarily exciting work 

that God is doing in the Philippines.  For more information or to 

receive e-mails on how you can pray specifically for this work, 

please speak to Andrew Caudal. 

 

Church Planting in North Texas 
Your church is committed to planting churches in our area and 

supporting current church plants.  We are supporting the new church 

in Denton, Denton Presbyterian Church.  We are praying that one 

day we will be able to send willing members out to begin new PCA 

churches throughout Tarrant, Denton, Wise, Montague counties and 

beyond. We are, perhaps, some years from this, but this is the 

direction we believe we should go.  Please pray for our efforts in this 

endeavor and begin to pray for the future churches God may allow 

us to play a part in planting.  

 



  15 

DINNER CLUB  

 

Dinner ClubðOur second quarter (May-July) of Dinner Club 

begins next month.  

If you were a part of Dinner Club  the last time and would like to 

continue, you do not need to do anything.   

If you were NOT a part of Dinner Club  last time and would like to 

be a part in the upcoming Dinner Club , please contact Meagan 

Dennison, so she can add you to the mix (e-mail below).   

If you were part of Dinner Club  last time but would prefer NOT to 

be a part of Dinner Club  this quarter, you need to contact Meagan 

Dennison ASAP so she doesnôt begin the herculean task of 

coordinating and matching up families.  

 

Dinner Club works as follows; three (and sometimes four) families 

are paired up so that those families will have one meal a month 

together at one of the familyôs home.  Each person will host one 

meal in their home over the course of 3 months.  As God has 

continued to bring numerical growth to our church, this is one 

attempt to prevent us from walking into church and seeing more 

unfamiliar faces than familiar faces.  This will be our third year for 

Dinner Club  and God has used it to begin relationships that are 

growing and going deeper.  Please consider continuing or becoming 

a part of Dinner Club .  Contact Meagan Dennison at 

meagandennison@yahoo.com.    
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WHO IS DOING WHAT???  
The gatherings announced in this section are wonderful examples of 

organic ministry, God's people taking the initiative to do something for 

which they have a particular burden. 

These are not programs coordinated by GCPC neither organized nor 

ñoverseenò by your elders. But these are examples of God's people 

stepping up and reaching out and practicing their faith and inviting you 

to join them! We are happy to help them make you aware of what they 

are doing. (Church officers and Ministry Coordinators for GCPC are listed on the inside 
back cover of our bulletin.) 

 

o Baby Shower Committee 
If you are interested in joining one of the baby shower committees, contact 

Natasha Tracy for more information. 

o Coffee House Seminary 

What does Christianity have to do with professional sports? Politics? The 

internet?  These periodic discussions deal with the intersection of faith and 

culture.  

Contact Brian Cervantez 

o Gospel Mission Work 

Women and children in need are befriended and served. 

Contact Tasha Tracy 

o Guyôs Movie Night 

Guys' movie night will meet in April. Please see Phil Bassett for questions. 

o Meals on Wheels 

Would you like to volunteer to deliver meals one day a week? Or would you 

care to be part of a group at Grace, delivering food 5 days a week? If you 

would like to ride along with Tom Liggett to get a first-hand look at this 

service, contact Tom at 817 454-4208. Tom delivers on Wednesday mornings. 

o Neighborhood Bible Study 

This year we are studying the book of Esther. The women will meet at 1:00 at 

Mary Hambyôs house (9713 Furman Ct Keller, 76248) on Wednesday, May 

13, 2009. Contact Mary at 817-431-3023 if you have any questions.  

o Womenôs Book Discussion 

Women's Book Discussion group next meeting: Wednesday, May 6, at 7:30 at 

the Caudal's home. They will be discussing "Christy" by Catherine Marshall   

Also, please note the beginning of the Girls Book Club (open to elementary 

age girls), which is at the same time and place as the Women's book discussion 

group.  The girls' book is "Sarah, Plain and Tall" by Patricia MacLachlan. 

 


