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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 

March 29, 2009 
 10:30 a.m. 

 

Reflection 
òIf the truth of being justified by Christ alone (not by our works) is 
lost, then all Christian truths are lost. For there is no middle ground 
between Christian righteousness and works-righteousness. There is 
no alternative to Christian righteousness but works-righteousness; if 
you do not build your confidence on the work of Christ, you must 
build your confidence on your own work.ó                           Tim Keller 
 
òThe Christian who misunderstands or misinterprets the underlying 
cause of his or her conversion can be vulnerable to legalism, pride, 
self-reliance, ingratitude, condemnation, and lack of assurance. But 
when we rightly understand the nature of our conversion ñ that is, 
when we clearly grasp the role of Godõs sovereign grace in electionñ
we position ourselves to enjoy, in an ongoing way, the wonderfully 
life-transforming benefits that are available only through the gospel.ó 
                                   C.J. Mahaney 
 
Preludeééééééééééééééééé..O Lord Most Holy 

Salvation Belongs to Our God 
    
Welcome 

 
ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 

Silent Preparation 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
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Call to Worshipééééééééééééfrom Psalm 68 

 
Minister: Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
 
People: the righteous shall be glad; they shall exult before 
  God; they shall be jubilant with joy! 
 

Hymn of PraiseééééééééPraise My Soul, the King of Heaven 

 
 

Prayer of Adoration 
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Hymn of Praiseéééééééééééé.Rejoice the Lord is King 

 

ññññññWORSHIP IN  CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 

Words of Comfort and Promiseééééé.é ééPsalm 51:14   
 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, O God of my salvation, 
and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 
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Confession of Faithéééééééé...Belgic Confession, Article 18* 
Andrew Caudal, Deacon 

 
Leader:  Christians, what do you believe about the promises of 
  God?  
 
People: We profess that God fulfilled the promise 
  that he had made to the early fathers 
  by the mouth of his holy prophets 
  when he sent his only and eternal Son into the  
  world at the time set by him. 
  The Son took the òform of a servantó 
  and was made in the òlikeness of man,ó 
  truly assuming a real human nature, 
  with all its weaknesses, except for sin; 
  being conceived in the womb of the blessed  
  virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
  without male participation. 
  And he not only assumed human nature 
  as far as the body is concerned 
  but also a real human soul, 
  in order that he might be a real human being. 
  For since the soul had been lost as well as the  
  body, he had to assume them both to save them  
  both together.  
  In this way he is truly our Immanuelñ 
  that is: òGod with us.ó 

 

*During the sixteenth century the churches in the Netherlands were 
exposed to the most terrible persecution by the Roman Catholic 
government. To protest against this cruel oppression, and to prove to the 
persecutors that the adherents of the Reformed faith were not rebels, as 
was laid to their charge, but law-abiding citizens who professed the true 
Christian doctrine according to the Holy Scriptures, this confession was 
prepared in the year 1561 and stands as one of the best symbolical 
statements of Reformed doctrine. 
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ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 
 

Hymn of Preparationéééééééééééé...Speak O Lord 
 
1) Speak, O Lord, as we come to You  
To receive the food of Your Holy Word.  
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us;  
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness,  
That the light of Christ might be seen 
today  
In our acts of love and our deeds of 
faith.  
Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
All Your purposes for Your glory.  
 
2) Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  
Holy reverence, true humility;  
Test our thoughts and our attitudes  
In the radiance of Your purity.  
Cause our faith to rise; cause our eyes to 
see  

Your majestic love and authority.  
Words of pow'r that can never failñ  
Let their truth prevail over unbelief.  
 
3) Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans 
for usñ  
Truths unchanged from the dawn of 
time  
That will echo down through eternity.  
And by grace we'll stand on Your 
promises,  
And by faith we'll walk as You walk with 
us.  
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built  
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 

 
The First Reading of Godõs Wordééééééé...Genesis 16:1-6 

(Page 11) 

 Genesis 21:1-14 
(Page 15) 

 
The Second Reading of Godõs WordéééééGalatians 4:21-31 

(Page 974) 

 
Reader: This is the Word of God 

 People:  Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Church at this time.  This 
should be seen as optional, and children are welcome to remain with their parents during the 
sermon.  The children will be hearing from the same text that the sermon is based upon so that you 
may discuss the message as a family after church if you should choose to do so. 

 
Hearing from Godõs Wordéééé.éé..ééGalatians 4:21-31 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint                                             Whatõs In a Name? 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so 
we come on His terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
welcomes to the Lord's Table all those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because Communion is a sacrament of the 
church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in good standing in 
an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they 
themselves have become communing members of such a church. We come not as 
those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those who have been given through 
grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we repent of known sins 
as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the 
work Jesus did for you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these 
elements. 
 
Words of Institution.....................................1 Corinthians 11:23-30 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for 
reasons of health or conscience you are unable to take wine, non-
alcoholic grape juice is provided in the inner rings of each tray in 
the lightly tinted cups. Please deposit your wine cups in the trash 
receptacles at the side aisles and the doors as you exit. 

 
 
 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. 
Spend a few moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs 
and hymns in praise and worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in 
Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take the bread and wine, eat and drink in 
faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your behalf.   
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The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of them, 
build on the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that you have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the power 
of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my flesh is 
weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use these elements 
to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and greater love of You.  
Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain me, by Your Spirit, that I 
might follow you and endeavor to new obedience. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT  
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me and 
open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my circumstances 
inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say about Yourself. 
As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit give me an 
understanding that is convincing and compelling that will lead me to 
the life that You promise. 
 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN  
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs me.  
Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my sin.  
Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin over 
me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 
 
PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS  
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me and 
make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the world 
that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from sin and 
save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not this week, 
but in weeks to come. 
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The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 
 
òWhere the gospel is not taken for granted, it is often a means to an end, like personal or 
social transformation, love and service to our neighbors, and other things that in themselves 
are marvelous effects of the gospel. However, the Good News concerning Christ is not a 
stepping-stone to something greater and more relevant. Whether we realize it or not, there is 
nothing in the universe more relevant to us as guilty image-bearers of God than the news 
that he has found a way to be ôjust and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesusõ (Rom. 
3:26). It is ôthe power of God for salvationõ (Rom. 1:16), not only for the beginning, but for 
the middle and end as well ñ the only thing that creates the kind of new world to which our 
new obedience corresponds as a reasonable response.ó             Michael Horton 
 

ñThe man who has faith is the man who is no longer looking at himself, and no 
longer looking to himself. He no longer looks at anything he once was. He does 
not look at what he is now. He does not [even] look at what he hopes to be as the 
result of his own efforts. He looks entirely to the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
finished work, and he rests on that alone. He has ceased to say, óAh yes, I have 
committed terrible sins but I have done this and thatéô He stops saying that. If he 
goes on saying that, he has not got faithé Faith speaks in an entirely different 
manner and makes a man say, óYes, I have sinned grievously, I have lived a life 
of siné yet I know that I am a child of God because I am not resting on any 
righteousness of my own; my righteousness is in Jesus Christ, and God has put 
that to my account.ôò                 Martin Lloyd-Jones 
 
òDoes Christ come merely to improve our existence in Adam or to end it, sweeping us into 
his new creation? Is Christianity all about spiritual and moral makeovers or about death and 
resurrection ñ radical judgment and radical grace? Is the Word of God a resource for what 
we have already decided we want and need, or is it Godõs living and active criticism of our 
religion, morality, and pious experience? In other words, is the Bible Godõs story, centering 
on Christõs redeeming work, that rewrites our stories, or is it something we use to make our 
stories a little more exciting and interesting?ó              Michael Horton 
 

Sin is the dare of God's justice, the rape of His mercy, the jeer of His patience, 
the slight of His power, and the contempt of His love.          John Bunyan 
 
òI ought to confess the sins of my confessions - their imperfections, sinful aims, self-
righteous tendency, etc - and to look to Christ as having confessed my sins perfectly over his 
own sacrifice.ó                   Robert Murray Mõcheyne 
 

ñWhat Christ is as Savior perfectly dovetails our deepest and most ultimate need. 
This is just saying that Christôs sufficiency as Savior meets the desperateness 
and hopelessness of our sin and misery. 
Christ is exactly suited to all that I am in my sin and misery and to all that I should 
aspire to be by Godôs grace. Christ fits in perfectly to the totality of our situation in 
its sin, guilt, misery, and ill-desert.ò                          John Murray 
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Communion Hymns  

Purify My Heart 
Jeff Nelson 

 

Purify my heart 
Touch me with Your cleansing fire 
Take me to the cross 
Your holiness is my desire 
Breathe Your life in me 

Kindle a love that flows from 
Your throne 
Oh, purify my heart 
Purify my heart 

 

You Are My King (Amazing Love) 
B. Foote 

 

Iõm forgiven because You were 
forsaken 
Iõm accepted, You were 
condemned 
Iõm alive and well 
Your Spirit is within me 
Because You died and rose again 
 

Chorus: Amazing love, how can it 
be 
That You, my King would die for 
me 
Amazing love, I know itõs true 
Itõs my joy to honor You 
In all I do, I honor You 

I Will Sing of My Redeemer 
P. Bliss/R. Prichard 

 

1) I will sing of my Redeemer 
And His wondrous love to me 
On the cruel cross He suffered 
From the curse to set me free 
 
Refrain: Sing, O sing of my 
Redeemer 
With His blood He purchased me 
On the cross He sealed my pardon 
Paid the debt and made me free 
 
2) I will tell the wondrous story 
How my lost estate to save 

In His boundless love and mercy 
He the ransom freely gave 
 
3) I will praise my dear Redeemer 
His triumphant power Iõll tell 
How the victory He giveth 
Over sin and death and hell 
 
4) I will sing of my Redeemer 
And His heavenly love for me 
He from death to life hath broõt 
me 
Son of God, with Him to be 
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ñññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITU DEññññññññ 
Collection of OfferingéééééLamb of God, What Wondrous Love 
 
Closing Hymnééé...ééééééééééBe Thou My Vision 

 
 
 
Benediction 
 

All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#2227294 
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version 

�” 2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
 Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


