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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF God 

March 8, 2009 
10:30 am 

 
Reflection 
òTrue religion is a union of the soul with God, a real participation 
of the Divine nature, the very image of God drawn upon the 
soul, or, in the apostleõs phrase, ôit is Christ formed within us.õó 

Henry Scougal 
 
òHis divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his 
own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his 
precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the 
corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.ó  

Peter, the Apostle  
(2 Peter 1:3-4)    

 
PreludeééééééééééééééééWe Will Glorify 
Welcome 
 

ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 
Silent preparation 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to WorshipéééééééééééééééFrom Psalm 68 

 
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; the righteous shall be glad; 

they shall exult before God; they shall be jubilant with joy! 
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Hymn of PraiseééééééééGlorious Things of Thee are Spoken 
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Prayer of Adorationéééééééconcluding with the Lordõs Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Hymn of PraiseéééééééééééHow Firm a Foundation 
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ññññññWORSHIP IN  CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 

As we prepare our hearts for the Lordõs Table this morning, spend time reflecting 
and silently confessing your sins before God, using His Law to shine the light into 
the remaining darkness of our hearts.  There will be a brief pause after each reading 
of Godõs Law for you to reflect and silently confess your sins to Him  

Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 

And God spoke all these words, saying, "I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery.   
 
You shall have no other gods before me. 
 
You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or 
that is in the water under the earth. 
 
You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the 
LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.   
 
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
 
But you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. 
 
Honor your father and your mother 
 
You shall not murder.   
 
You shall not commit adultery.  
 
You shall not steal.   
 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  
 
You shall not covet. 
 
But you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 



  5 

Words of Comfort and Promiseéééééééééfrom Psalm 103 

 
As far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
 

Hymn of ResponseééééééééAll Hail the Power of Jesus Name 
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Confessing Our Faithééééééééééé...The Nicene Creed 

Doug Flowers, Ruling Elder 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, 
Of all things visible and invisible. 
And In one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
Begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God, 
Begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
By Whom all things were made; 
Who for us and our salvation 
Came down from heaven, 
And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 
And was made man; 
And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 
He suffered and was buried; 
And on the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
And ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father; 
And He shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living 
and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. 
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified; 
Who spoke by the prophets; 
And we believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church; 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins; 
And we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
And the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

*"holy catholic church" = the whole Christian church 
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ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 
 
The First Reading of Godõs WordééééIsaiah 40:10-11; 28-31 

(Page 600) 

 
The Second Reading of Godõs Wordééééé.Galatians 4:12-20 

(Page 974) 

Reader: This is the Word of God. 
People: Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Worship 
at this time.  This should be seen as optional, and children are welcome to remain 
with their parents during the sermon.  The children will be hearing from the same 
text that the sermon is based upon so that you may discuss the message as a 
family after church if you should choose to do so. 

 
Hearing from Godõs WordéééééééééGalatians 4:12-20 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint 
 
Galatians                            The Heart of Paul, the Pastor 

 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so 
we come on His terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
welcomes to the Lord's Table all those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because Communion is a sacrament of the 
church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in good standing in 
an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they 
themselves have become communing members of such a church. We come not as 
those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those who have been given through 
grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we repent of known sins 
as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the 
work Jesus did for you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these 
elements. 
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Words of Institution...........................................1 Corinthians 11:23-29 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for 
reasons of health, conscience or preference we have provided grape 
juice in the inner rings of each tray in the lightly tinted cups. 
Please deposit your wine cups in the trash receptacles at the side 
aisles and the doors as you exit. 
We also provide gluten-free bread in the line to the left as you face 
the pulpit. 

 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. 
Spend a few moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs 
and hymns in praise and worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in 
Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take the bread and wine, eat and drink in 
faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your behalf.   
 
The prayers below and on the next page are simply suggested places to start. If you 
choose to use one of them, build on the prayer with your own words as you prepare 
to come to the Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that You have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the power 
of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my flesh is 
weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use these elements 
to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and greater love of You.  
Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain me, by Your Spirit, that I 
might follow you and endeavor to new obedience. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT  
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me and 
open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my circumstances 
inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say about Yourself. 
As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit give me an 
understanding that is convincing and compelling that will lead me to 
the life that You promise. 
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PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN  
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs me.  
Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my sin.  
Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin over 
me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 

 
PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS  
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me and 
make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the world 
that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from sin and 
save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not this week, 
but in weeks to come. 
 
The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 
   
òFaith, in all its degrees, still reads the inscription, ôThe blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanseth us from all sin;õ and if at times the eye is so dim that it cannot read these words, 
through blinding tears or bewildering mist, faith rests itself on the certain knowledge of the 
fact that the inscription is still there, or at least that the blood itself (of which these words 
remind us) remains, in all its power and suitableness, upon the altar unchanged and 
uneffaced. God says that the believing man is justified: who are we, then, that we should say, 
ôWe believe, but we do not know whether we are justified?õ What God has joined together, 
let not man put asunder.ó               Horatius Bonar 
 

ñMy conscience does not render a positive verdict in Godôs courtroom when I 
look inside myself. The only reason I can sleep well at night is that even though 
my heart is filled with corruption and even though I am not doing my best to 
please him, I have in heaven at the Fatherôs right hand the beloved Son, who has 
not only done his best for himself but has fulfilled all righteousness for me in my 
place.ò                        Michael Horton 
 
òIt is of paramount concern for the Christian and for the interests of his sanctification that 
he should know that sin does not have the dominion over him, that the forces of redeeming, 
regenerative, and sanctifying grace have been brought to bear upon him in that which is 
central in his moral and spiritual being, that he is the habitation of God through the Spirit, 
and that Christ has been formed in him the hope of glory.ó                                   John Murray 
 

ñLuther taught that every time you insist that I am a sinner, just so often do you 
call me to remember the benefit of Christ my Redeemer, upon whose shoulders, 
and not upon mine, lie all my sins. So, when you say that I am a sinner, you do 
not terrify, but comfort me immeasurably.ò         Thomas Oden 
 
òWe declare on scriptural authority that the human will is so desperately set on mischief, so 
depraved, so inclined to everything that is evil, and so disinclined to everything that is good, 
that without the powerful, supernatural, irresistible influence of the Holy Spirit, no human 
will ever be constrained toward Christ.ó            Charles Spurgeon 
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Communion Hymns  

I Stand Amazed in the Presence 
C. Gabriel 

 

1) I stand amazed in the presence 
Of Jesus the Nazarene 
And wonder how He could love me 
A sinner, condemned, unclean 
 

Chorus:  
How marvelous! How wonderful! 
And my song shall ever be 
How marvelous! How wonderful 
Is my Saviorõs love for me 

2) For me it was in the garden 
He prayed òNot my will but Thineó 
He had no tears for His own griefs 
But sweat drops of blood for mine 
 
3) He took my sins and my sorrows 
He made them His very own 
He bore the burden to Calvary 
And suffered and died alone 

 

Grace Greater than Our Sin 
J. Johnston/D. Towner 

 

1) Marvelous grace of our loving 
Lord 
Grace that exceeds our sin and our 
guilt 
Yonder on Calvaryõs mount 
outpoured 
There where the blood of the Lamb 
was spilt 
 

2) Sin and despair, like the sea waves 
cold 
Threaten the soul with infinite loss 

Grace that is greater, yes grace 
untold 
Points to the refuge, the mighty 
cross 
 
3) Dark is the stain that we cannot 
hide 
What can avail to wash it away 
Look, there is flowing a crimson tide 
Whiter than snow you may be today 

 

My Jesus, I Love Thee 
W. Featherstone/A. Gordon 

 

1) My Jesus, I love Thee 
I know Thou art mine 
For Thee all the follies of sin I resign 
My gracious Redeemer 
My Savior art Thou 
If ever I loved Thee 
My Jesus ôtis now 
 
2) I love Thee because Thou first 
loved me 
And purchased my pardon 
On Calvaryõs tree 
I love Thee for wearing  

The thorns on Thy brow 
If ever I loved Thee 
My Jesus ôtis now 
 
3) Iõll love Thee in life 
I will love Thee in death 
And praise Thee as long 
As Thou lendest me breath 
And say, when the death dew 
Lies cold on my brow 
If ever I loved Thee 
My Jesus ôtis now 
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ñññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEññññññññ 
 
Collection of OfferingéééééYou Are My King (Amazing Love) 
  
Closing HymnééééééééChrist is Made the Sure Foundation 

 
 
Benediction 

 
 
 


