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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF God 

March 1, 2009 
10:30 am 

 
Reflection 
 
òThe believer is not endowed with a reservoir of strength from 
which he draws.  It is always ôby the Spiritõ that each sanctified 
and sanctifying activity is exercised.ó   John Murray 
 
òAll those who do not in all their worksé trust in Godõs favor, 
grace and good-will, but rather seek His favor in other things or 
in themselves, do not keep the [First] Commandment, and 
practice real idolatry, even if they were to do the works of all 
the other Commandments. If we doubt or do not believe that 
God is gracious and pleased with us, or if we presumptuously 
expect to please Him through our works, notes then all [our 
compliance with the law] is pure deception, outwardly honoring 
God, but inwardly setting up self as a false [savior]éó 

Martin Luther 
 
PreludeééééééééééApproach My Soul, the Mercy Seat 
Welcome 
 

ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 
Silent preparation 
Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worshipééééééééééééééfrom Psalm 99 

 
Exalt the LORD our God; worship at His footstool! Holy is He! 
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Hymn of PraiseééééééééééééééA Mighty Fortress 
 

Prayer of Adoration 
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Hymn of PreparationééééééééééBefore the Throne of God 

 
 

ññññññWORSHIP IN CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
 
Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession 
 
Responsive Words of Comfort and Promiseéééfrom Ephesians 1  

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and blameless before him. 
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Hymn of ResponseééééééééééééThere is a Redeemer 

 

 

Confessing Our Faithéééééééfrom the Heidelberg Catechism*  

Brion Ferratt, Deacon 
 
Leader:  No one in this life can obey the Ten Commandments  
  perfectly: why then does God want them preached so  
  pointedly? 
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People: First, so that the longer we live the more we may  
  come to know our sinfulness and the more  
  eagerly look to Christ for forgiveness of sins and  
  righteousness. 
  Second, so that, while praying to God for the  
  grace of the Holy Spirit, we may never stop  
  striving to be renewed more and more after Godõs 
  image, until after this life we reach our goal:  
  perfection. 
 
 

*The Heidelberg Catechism was written in Heidelberg, Germany at the request 
of Elector Frederick III, ruler of the most influential German province, the 
Palatinate, from 1559 to 1576. The Heidelberg Catechism has been translated 
into many languages and is one of the most influential and generally accepted 
of the several catechisms of Reformation times. 

 
 

ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 
 
The First Reading of Godõs WordéééééééEzekiel 37:1-14 

(Pages 724-25) 

 
The Second Reading of Godõs Wordééééé...Galatians 4:1-11 

(Page 974) 

Reader: This is the Word of God. 
People: Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Worship 
at this time.  This should be seen as optional, and children are welcome to remain 
with their parents during the sermon.  The children will be hearing from the same 
text that the sermon is based upon so that you may discuss the message as a 
family after church if you should choose to do so. 

 
Hearing from Godõs WordéééééééééGalatians 4:1-11 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint 
Galatians                              Driven to Christ or Despair? 
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THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so 
we come on His terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
welcomes to the Lord's Table all those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because Communion is a sacrament of the 
church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in good standing in 
an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they 
themselves have become communing members of such a church. We come not as 
those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those who have been given through 
grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we repent of known sins 
as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the 
work Jesus did for you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these 
elements. 
 
Words of Institution...........................................1 Corinthians 11:23-29 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for 
reasons of health, conscience or preference we have provided grape 
juice in the inner rings of each tray in the lightly tinted cups. 
Please deposit your wine cups in the trash receptacles at the side 
aisles and the doors as you exit. 
We also provide gluten-free bread in the line to the left as you face 
the pulpit. 

 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. 
Spend a few moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs 
and hymns in praise and worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in 
Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take the bread and wine, eat and drink in 
faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your behalf.   
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The prayers below are simply suggested places to start. If you choose to use one of 
them, build on the prayer with your own words as you prepare to come to the 
Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that You have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the power 
of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my flesh is 
weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use these elements 
to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and greater love of You.  
Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain me, by Your Spirit, that I 
might follow you and endeavor to new obedience. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT 
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me and 
open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my circumstances 
inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say about Yourself. 
As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit give me an 
understanding that is convincing and compelling that will lead me to 
the life that You promise. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN 
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs me.  
Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my sin.  
Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin over 
me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 

 
PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS 
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me and 
make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the world 
that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from sin and 
save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not this week, 
but in weeks to come. 
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The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and the Sacrament: 
   
òIn all your course, walk with God and follow Christ as a little, poor, helpless child, taking 
hold of Christõs hand, keeping your eye on the mark of the wounds on his hands and side, 
whence came the blood that cleanses you from sin and hides your nakedness under the skirt 
of the white shining robe of his righteousness.ó                                             Jonathan Edwards 
 

ñThe majesty of Godôs forgiveness is lost entirely when we lose what has to be 
forgiven. What has to be forgiven is not just what we do but who we are, not just 
our sinning but our sinfulness, not just our choices but what we have chosen in 
place of God. . . . When we miss the biblical teaching, we also miss the nature of 
Godôs grace in all its height and depth. In biblical faith it is Godôs grace through 
Christ that does for us what we cannot do for ourselves.ò                    David Wells 
 
òJustification is a presently experienced reality, assuming union with Christ by faith, which 
anticipates the final day of judgment. 
The verdict of this final-day court has already been announced, although ensuing history 
continues. Justification is an end-time event in which the believer stands already, as if in an 
anticipative sense. Those united to Christ are justified from all guilt ñ past, present, and 
future. Godõs final justifying action awaits the end of history, though the verdict is already 
known, and celebrated daily in Christian preaching and worship. 
Justification on the last day consists of a declaration of righteousness, and an actual 
admission into glory. There are not two justifications, one by God and another confirmed by 
our obedience, nor one that occurs with faith, and a final justification that occurs at the end 
time dependent on our works. There is only one justification, and that is the one that occurs 
on the cross.ó                          Thomas Oden 
 

ñOne momentôs believing, close contact with the cross will do more to break the 
heart for sin, deepen the conviction of its exceeding sinfulness, and disenthrall 
the soul from all its bondage and its fears, bringing it into a sense of pardon and 
acceptance and assured hope, than a lifetime of the most rigid legal duties that 
ever riveted their iron chain upon the soul.ò                                Octavius Winslow 
 
òThe first care of every Christian ought to be, to lay aside all reliance on works, and 
strengthen his faith alone more and more, and by it grow in the knowledge, not of works, 
but of Christ Jesus, who has suffered and risen again for him.ó                           Martin Luther 
 

ñEverything is necessary that He sends. Nothing can be necessary that He 
withholds.ò                                                                   John Newton 

 
òOn Christ, and what he has done, my soul hangs for time and eternity. And if your soul 
also hangs there, it will be saved as surely as mine shall be. And if you are lost trusting in 
Christ, I will be lost with you and will go to hell with you. I must do so, for I have nothing 
else to rely upon but the fact that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, lived, died, was buried, rose 
again, went to heaven, and still lives and pleads for sinners at the right hand of God.ó 
                                             Charles Spurgeon 
 
òIf Christ is risen, nothing else matters. And if Christ is not risenñ nothing else matters.ó 

           Jaroslav Pelikan 
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Communion Hymns  

Come Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy 
J. Hart/W. Walker 

1) Come ye sinners, poor and needy 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore 
Jesus ready stands to save you 
Full of pity, joined with power 
      (repeat at end as vs. 6) 
 
2) Come, ye needy, come and welcome 
Godõs free bounty glorify 
True belief and true repentance 
Every grace that brings you nigh 
 
3) Come, ye weary, heavy laden 
Bruised and broken by the fall 

If you tarry till youõre better 
You may never come at all 
 
4) Let not conscience make you linger 
Nor of fitness fondly dream 
All the fitness He requireth 
Is to feel your need of Him 
 
5) Lo the incarnate God ascended 
Pleads the merit of His blood 
Venture on Him, venture wholly 
Let no other trust intrude 

 

Jesus Paid It All 
E. Hall/J. Grape 

1) I hear the Savior say 
òThy strength indeed is small 
Child of weakness, watch and pray 
Find in Me thine all in alló 
 
Refrain: Jesus paid it all 
All to Him I owe 
Sin had left a crimson stain 
He washed it white as snow 
 
2) Lord, now indeed I find 
Thy power, and Thine alone 

Can change the leperõs spots 
And melt the heart of stone 
 
3) For nothing good have I 
Whereby Thy grace to claim 
Iõll wash my garments white 
In the blood of Calvaryõs Lamb 
 
4) And when before the throne 
I stand in Him complete 
òJesus died, my soul to saveó 
My lips shall still repeat 

 

How Deep the Fatherõs Love for Us 
S. Townend 

1) How deep the Fatherõs love for us 
How vast beyond all measure 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch his treasure 
How great the pain of searing loss 
The Father turns His face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory 
 

2) I will not boast in anything 
No gifts, no power, no wisdom 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ 
His death and resurrection 
Why should I gain from His reward 
I cannot give an answer 
But this I know with all my heart 
His wounds have paid my ransom 
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ñññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEññññññññ 
Collection of OfferingééééééééééééééAgnus Dei 
 
Closing Hymnééééééééé...Crown Him with Many Crowns 

 
 
Benediction 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Nursery Service*  
  This week:  Josh and Lisa Emrich  
  Next week:   Tim and Sarah Farrar 
  March 15th:   Brion and Laura Ferratt 
  March 22nd:  Doug and Karen Flowers   
*Dawn Thanisch is coordinating our nursery.  If you would like to serve, or have questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact her. She will be happy to help you. 
 

Christian Education for All Ages 
There are a few important items that we want to let you know 

about regarding our Christian Education opportunity.     

Your childôs age as of September 1
st
 will determine which class he 

or she will be in.  If class sizes wind up being too crowded, we 

may have to move some of the 2 year old or 4 year old children 

around.  Again, we are excited about how the year will progress as 

we study Godôs Word together. 
The grades, teachers and rooms for this fall are as follows: 

 

Jr. High and High schoolðCaravan Off-Site (see Josh Emrich or Scott Thanisch) 

5th & 6th gradeð10-12 yrs oldð(Room #114) Conference Room 

3rd & 4th gradeð8-9 yrs oldð(Room #112a)    

1st & 2nd gradeð6-7 yrs oldð(Room #112b) 

4 & 5 year oldsð(Room #113) 

2 & 3 year oldsð(Room #104) 

 

Our Assistant Pastor, Tom Browning, has begun his series on Covenant 

Theology for the adults.  If you have missed the first few, please check out 

our website: http://www.gracecommunity-pca.org/sermons.asp. 

 

 

A Praying Church 
Menôs Prayer Meeting will meet this Tuesday morning, March 3

rd
, to pray 

together at 7am at the church building.. All men (and their sons) are encouraged 

to join us.  

Womenôs Prayer Meeting will meet this Tuesday evening, March 3
rd

, at 7pm.  

This Tuesday we will enjoy coffee and dessert. Please consider joining us. 

 

Blessed be the Lord, because He has heard the voice of my supplications!  

Psalm 28:6  
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MUSIC MINISTRY 2009  
(started February 3rd) 

 
* Tuesday: 7 - 8 pm   Childrenõs Choir, ages 4 - 9  
  

* Wednesday: 7 - 8 pm  GCPC Choir Practice  *   
 

 *  A few more people are needed in choir, and this is an awesome opportunity! 

 

 

GCPC SUMMER MISSION TRIP!  
We are pleased to announce that GCPC will be sending a group of members on 

a mission trip to Reynosa, Mexico (across the border from McAllen, TX) on 

July 18-25.  We will travel to Reynosa with a team from Fort Worth 

Presbyterian Church, and work with other teams on a construction project for 

Mission to the World, our denomination's world missionôs agency.  Please begin 

now to pray for our missionaries who have committed to being a part of this trip.  

The deadline for signing up was February 15
th

.  Questions? Please contact 

Andrew Caudal or Scott Thanisch. Scott will be the team leader for this trip.   

 

 
Wedding Help Wanted ð Our church is looking for an individual 
who is willing to serve as a Hospitality Coordinator to assist people in 
the community who would like to use our building for their wedding. 
We are looking for an individual interested in this service to be 
present at preliminary meetings, rehearsal, and the wedding (including 
òdressingó time) to answer questions and facilitate the event.  The 
Hospitality Coordinator will enforce our Building Use Policy and may 
also be responsible for lighting candles when needed, closing the 
sanctuary doors after the wedding party has entered, opening the 
sanctuary doors when the service is over, and locking up handbags of 
wedding party in the office.  This person will interview with Barbara 
Haun and will work closely with her and Deacon Brion Ferratt.  This 
person must be dependable, organized and very available on the 
weekends of weddings. If you would like to be considered for this 
position, please see Barbara Haun or contact her at 817-847-7766. 
 



  13 

God blessed GCPC in innumerable ways in 2008.  Many of our 

blessings cannot be quantified.  But there are those that can.  We 

received 56 new members last year, 16 of those by way of 

baptism! Through your generosity, we had total receipts over 

$420,000.00, over $103,000.00 of that was designated for our 

building with $316,000.00 for our general fund. Praise God for all 

He is doing in our midst. 

 

 

Gr IN AND PRAY IT  
Have you ever wanted to get out a prayer request quickly to the congregation but 

didnôt know email addresses or needed something that maybe someone else 

could loan or sell to you but you didnôt know who might have the item? GCPC 

has established a Prayer/Praise Chain and an information chain called Grace 

Information Network (GrIN). These are two different chains. A person can sign 

up to be a part of one or the other or both chains. 

 

If a person has a need they will email Mary Hamby (mehamby1@verizon.net) to 

give her the information. She will email the Prayer or GrIN chain groups as 

appropriate. If it is a prayer request or praise to share please put Prayer Request 

or Praise in the subject line. If it is a GrIN item then put GrIN  in the subject 

line. Write up whatever you want the congregation to know or pray for the way 

you want it to appear in the email. If you want feedback from people then 

include your own information (phone number or email address) so people can 

get back to you directly.  

 

An example of a GrIN item would be if someone had an item they wanted to get 

rid of but it was still in good condition, there may be someone in the church who 

may have a need for that item. You could either sell it or give it away. That 

would be between you and the other person. Or if you need an item but you 

donôt want to buy a new one, maybe there is someone at church who has one 

who no longer needs it and is willing to sell it to you, give it to you, or loan it to 

you. 

 

Please email Mary at mehamby1@verizon.net to let her know that you want to 

be a part of the chains and to which chain (Prayer Chain or GrIN or both) you 

want to be added.  You will not receive the prayer requests or GrIN listings 

unless you e-mail Mary and tell her you want to be on the distribution lists. 

However, you may e-mail a prayer request or GrIN item whether you are 

on the distribution lists or not. 
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WHO IS DOING WHAT???  
The gatherings announced in this section are wonderful examples of organic ministry, 

God's people taking the initiative to do something for which they have a particular 

burden. 

These are not programs coordinated by GCPC neither organized nor ñoverseenò by 

your elders. But these are examples of God's people stepping up and reaching out 

and practicing their faith and inviting you to join them! We are happy to help them 

make you aware of what they are doing. (Church officers and Ministry Coordinators 
for GCPC are listed on the inside back cover of our bulletin.) 

o Baby Shower Committee 

If you are interested in joining one of the baby shower committees, contact 

Natasha Tracy for more information. 
o Calvinôs Institutes 

It is difficult to find a better work to discuss than John Calvinôs Institutes of 

the Christian Religion.  

Contact Doug Weathers 

o Coffee House Seminary 

What does Christianity have to do with professional sports? Politics? The 

internet?  These periodic discussions deal with the intersection of faith and 

culture.  

Contact Brian Cervantez 

o Gospel Mission Work 

Women and children in need are befriended and served. 

Contact Tasha Tracy 

o Guyôs Movie Night 

Guys' movie night will meet in March. Please see Phil Bassett for questions. 

o Meals on Wheels 

Would you like to volunteer to deliver meals one day a week? Or would you 

care to be part of a group at Grace, delivering food 5 days a week? If you 

would like to ride along with Tom Liggett to get a first-hand look at this 

service, contact Tom at 817 454-4208. Tom delivers on Wednesday 

mornings. 

o Neighborhood Bible Study 

This year we are studying the book of Esther. The women will meet at 1:00 

at Mary Hambyôs house (9713 Furman Ct Keller, 76248) on Wednesday, 

March 18
th
.  Contact Mary at 817-431-3023 if you have any questions.  

o Womenôs Book Discussion 

Women's Book Discussion group meets monthly. The women choose a book 

to read for the month and then gather to discuss it and enjoy each otherôs 

company.  Please see Paula Pettitt or Rebecca Caudal for the next title. 
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All hymns and songs used with permission from CCLI#2227294 
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version 

Ò2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. 
 Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


