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ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF God 

February 8, 2009 
10:30 am 

 
Reflection 
òBelievers obey Christ as the one by whom our obedience is 
accepted by God.  Believers know all their duties are weak, 
imperfect and unable to abide in Godõs presence.  Therefore they 
look to Christ as the one who bears the iniquity of their holy 
thingségathers out all the weeds from their duties and makes 
them acceptable to God.ó       John Owen 
 
òEven our tears of repentance need to be washed in the blood of 
the Lamb.ó      Anonymous 
 
PreludeééééééééééééééHere I Am to Worship 
 
Welcome 
 

ññññññWORSHIP IN PRAISEññññññ 
 
Silent preparation 
 
Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host, 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Amen. 

Call to Worshipééééééééééééééfrom Psalm 105 

 
Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence continually! 
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Prayer of Invocation 
 
Hymn of Invocationééé...éééééCome Thou Almighty King 
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ññññññWORSHIP IN  CONFESSION AND PARDONññññ 
Hymn of Preparation and Call to Confession  

We Have Not Known Thee As We Ought 
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Prayer of Confession 
 
Responsive Words of Comfort and Promiseéééfrom Romans 8  
             & 2 Corinthians 5 

 

Minister: Hear the good news! Who is in a position to   
  condemn? 
 
People: Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose  
  for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays  
  for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  
  The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
 
Minister: Know then that you are forgiven, and be at peace. 
 
ALL:   Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of ResponseééééééééJesus! What a Friend For Sinners  
 

Jesus! What a Friend for sinners! 
Jesus! Lover of my soul; 
Friends may fail me, Foes assail 
me, 
He, my Savior, makes me whole. 
 
Refrain 
Hallelujah! What a Savior! 
Hallelujah! What a Friend! 
Saving, helping, keeping loving, 
He is with me to the end. 
 
 

Jesus! What a strength in 
weakness! 
Let me hide myself in Him; 
Tempted, tried, and sometimes 
failing 
He, my Strength, my victory 
wins. 
Refrain 
 
Jesus! I do now receive Him,  
More than all in Him I find, 
He hath granted me forgiveness,  
I am His and He is mine 
Refrain 
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Confessing Our Faithééééé.......From The Heidelberg Catechism  

Scott Thanisch, Ruling Elder 
 
Leader:   Christians, what is your only comfort in life and in 

death? 
 
People:  That I am not my own, 
  But belongñ 
   Body and soul, 
   In life and in deathñ 
  To my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

He has fully paid for all my sins with His  
precious blood, 

and has set me free from the tyranny of the devil. 
He also watches over me in such a way that not a 
hair can fall from my head without the will of my 
Father in heaven: 
In fact, all things must work together for  

my salvation. 
 

Because I belong to Him, 
Christ, by His Holy Spirit, 
Assures me of eternal life and makes me whole-
heartedly willing and ready from now on to live 
for Him.  

 
Leader:  What must you know to live and die in the joy of this  
  comfort? 

 
People:  Three things: 

 First, how great my sin and misery are; 
 Second, how I am set free from all my sins 

and misery; 
 Third, how I am to thank God for such 

deliverance. 
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ññññññWORSHIP AND THE MEANS OF GRACEñññññ 
 
The First Reading of Godõs Wordéééééé..Jeremiah 33:14-16 

(Pages 662) 

 
The Second Reading of Godõs WordéééééGalatians 3:23-29 

(Page 974) 

 
 
Reader: This is the Word of God. 
People: Amen! 
 
Prayer of Consecration 
 

Children 4 years old through 1st grade may be dismissed for Childrenõs Worship 
at this time.  This should be seen as optional, and children are welcome to remain 
with their parents during the sermon.  The children will be hearing from the same 
text that the sermon is based upon so that you may discuss the message as a 
family after church if you should choose to do so. 

 
Hearing from Godõs WordéééééééééGalatians 3:23-29 
Rev. Kyle Oliphint 
Galatians                      From Captivity to Heirs 

 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORDõS SUPPER 

We have come to the Lord's Table at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so 
we come on His terms. Therefore, Grace Community Presbyterian Church 
welcomes to the Lord's Table all those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior 
and who acknowledge Him as Lord. Because Communion is a sacrament of the 
church, all are welcome to partake who are baptized members in good standing in 
an evangelical church (a church where the gospel is loved and proclaimed).  It is 
our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they 
themselves have become communing members of such a church. We come not as 
those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those who have been given through 
grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we repent of known sins 
as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely 
dependent on the accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people. Reflect on the 
work Jesus did for you and come forward to receive the grace offered to you in these 
elements. 
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Words of Institution...........................................1 Corinthians 11:23-29 
 

We serve wine during our celebration of the Lordõs Supper.  If for 
reasons of health, conscience or preference we have provided grape 
juice in the inner rings of each tray in the lightly tinted cups. 
Please deposit your wine cups in the trash receptacles at the side 
aisles and the doors as you exit. 
We also provide gluten-free bread in the line to the left as you face 
the pulpit. 

 
This is a celebratory time and a time for reflection.  Please do not feel rushed. 
Spend a few moments reflecting on the words below, praying, and singing the songs 
and hymns in praise and worship, thanking God for what He has done for you in 
Christ Jesus.  Then come forward, take the bread and wine, eat and drink in 
faith, and anticipate the Spiritõs work of grace on your behalf.   
 
The prayers below and on the next page are simply suggested places to start. If you 
choose to use one of them, build on the prayer with your own words as you prepare 
to come to the Lordõs Table. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS 
Lord Jesus, this table testifies to the fact that You have risen.  My 
need for this sacrament testifies to my fallenness.  I need the power 
of the resurrection, the power of Your gospel because my flesh is 
weak.  As I go forward and take and eat and drink, use these elements 
to enliven my heart to a deeper devotion and greater love of You.  
Inflame in me a hatred for my sin.  Sustain me, by Your Spirit, that I 
might follow you and endeavor to new obedience. 

 
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS WHO DOUBT  
Jesus, if all of what You claim is true, please guide me, teach me and 
open my eyes to the reality of who You are. I let my circumstances 
inform me, which leads me to doubt what You say about Yourself. 
As I take the bread and the wine, may Your Spirit give me an 
understanding that is convincing and compelling that will lead me to 
the life that You promise. 
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PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN  
Savior, my sin is before me! It has entangled me and now engulfs me.  
Help me see the beauty of You and the horrid ugliness of my sin.  
Use these elements, by Your Spirit, to break the power of sin over 
me.  Give me faith to fight my sin and rest in You. 

 
PRAYER FOR UNBELIEVERS  
God, I donõt know You or trust You. But I am here. Change me and 
make me alive.  Give me faith, that I might profess before the world 
that You loved a sinner like me.  Dear God, save me from sin and 
save me to Yourself that I might come to Your table, not this week, 
but in weeks to come. 
 
The quotes below will help you focus your heart and mind on our Savior and His Supper: 
   
òThere is no such ôthingõ as grace! Grace is not some appendage to Christõs being. All there 
is is the Lord Jesus Himself. And so when Jesus speaks about us abiding in Him and He 
abiding in us ð however mysterious it may be, mystical in that sense ð it is a personal union. 
Christianity is Christ because there isnõt anything else. There is no atonement that somehow 
can be detached from who the Lord Jesus is. There is no grace that can be attached to you 
transferred from Him. All there is is Christ and your soul.ó                             Sinclair Ferguson 

ñWe must not be grieved, that we have nothing to trust upon besides Christ for 
our salvation; but rather we are to rejoice, that we need nothing else, and that we 
have a sure foundation to rely on, incomparably better than any other that can be 
imagined.ò                         Walter Marshall 

òOur circumstances are all in opposition to the promises of God. He promises us 
immortality: yet we are surrounded by mortality and corruption. He declares that He 
accounts us just: yet we are covered with sins. He testifies that He is propitious and 
benevolent toward us: yet outward signs threaten His wrath. What then are we to do? We 
must close our eyes, disregard ourselves and all things connected to us, so that nothing may 
hinder or prevent us from believing that God is true.ó                                            John Calvin 

ñChristôs death to sin and His satisfaction of Godôs justice opened the way for the 
reign of grace in our lives.ò                                                                 Jerry Bridges 

òThe Cross é was the most just and the most gracious act in history. God would have been 
more than unjust, He would have been diabolical to punish Jesus if Jesus had not first 
willingly taken on Himself the sins of the world. Once Christ had done that, once He 
volunteered to be the Lamb of God, laden with our sin, then He became the most grotesque 
and vile thing on this planet. With the concentrated load of sin He carried, He became 
utterly repugnant to the Father. God poured out His wrath on this obscene thing. God made 
Christ accursed for the sin He bore. Herein was Godõs holy justice perfectly manifest. Yet it 
was done for us.ó                                                                                                     RC Sproul 
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Communion Hymns  

Jesus, I am Resting, Resting 
J. Pigott/J. Mountain 

 

 
1) Jesus, I am resting, resting 
In the joy of what Thou art 
I am finding out the greatness 
Of Thy loving heart 
Thou hast bid me gaze upon Thee 
And Thy beauty fills my soul 
For by Thy transforming power 
Thou hast made me whole 
 
Chorus: Jesus, I am resting, resting 
In the joy of what Thou art 
I am finding out the greatness 
Of Thy loving heart 
 
2) O how great Thy loving kindness 
Vaster, broader than the sea 
O how marvelous Thy goodness 
Lavished all on me 
Yes, I rest in Thee, beloved 
Know what wealth of grace is Thine 

Know Thy certainty of promise 
And have made it mine 
 
3) Simply trusting Thee Lord Jesus 
I behold Thee as Thou art 
And Thy love so pure, so changeless 
Satisfies my heart 
Satisfies its deepest longings 
Meets, supplies its every need 
Compasseth me round with blessings 
Thine is love indeed 
 
4) Ever lift thy face upon me 
As I work and wait for Thee 
Resting ôneath Thy smile, Lord Jesus 
Earthõs dark shadows flee 
Brightness of my Fatherõs glory 
Sunshine of my Fatherõs face 
Keep me ever trusting, resting 
Fill me with Thy grace 
 

 
Come Just As You Are 

J. Sabolick 

 
Come just as you are 
Hear the Spirit call 
Come just as you are 
Come and see; come, receive 
Come and live forever 

 
Chorus:  Life everlasting  
And strength for today 
Taste the Living Water 
And never thirst again 
 

It Is Well with My Soul 
H. Spafford/P. Bliss 

 

 
1) When peace like a river attendeth my way 
When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say 
òIt is well, it is well with my souló 
 
Chorus:  It is well with my soul  
It is well, it is well with my soul 
 
2) Thoõ Satan should buffet 
Thoõ trials should come 
Let this blest assurance control 
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate 

And has shed His own blood for my soul 
 
3) My sin - O, the bliss of this glorious thoõt 
My sin - not in part - but the whole 
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul 
 
4) And Lord haste the day 
When the faith shall be sight 
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll 
The trump shall resound  
And the Lord shall descend 
òEven soó - it is well with my soul 
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ñññññññWORSHIP IN GRATITUDEññññññññ 
Collection of OfferingééééééééééééGive Me Jesus 
 
Closing HymnééééééééAll Creatures of our God and King 

 
Benediction 


